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R 0 M. XIII. 15 2. | 
Let eve ry Soul be fi ect unto the higher P gers. | 
For there is no Power but 0 F God: The Pow. | 


ers that be, are ordained of God. q 
Whoſoever therefore reſiteth the Power, refift- 4 
ell the Ordinauce of Gd; and they thas 5 
reſiſt , ſhall recexve to themſelves Damna- 
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HE Miniſters of the Goſpel are by their \ 
. 5. C Pe Profeſſion Miniſters of Peace; and from : 
| aan” wo 4 - yp | : 
1 1881, ener alone it is caſy to deduce the Ob- ' 
VET == LN ' 


IS ligation they are under to teach Obedi- 


x es to this; 
tile, that it is 


* a a0 „4c 


4 gipel, the 
xample in this Particu- 


iltle. 


4 * «ho a "ED 


p * CO n K * _ —_ K 
I EE Nrn. 


640 
And what St. Paul did himſelf, he in very expreſs Terms 
commands Titus to do, and in him all other Preachers of ; 
the Goſpel, Chap. iii. Ver. 1. of his Epiſtle to him; Put \ 
them in mind, fays he, to be ſubject ta Principalities and 

Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good 

Mork; that is, to do in every thing the Part of good 

Subjects; for that ſeems to be meant, by every good 

| Work. | 

| This then we are in Strictneſs obliged to, as Miniſters. 

| of Chriſt, and Preachers of his Goſpel. And as nothing 

is of more Importance to the Welfare of Society, than a. 

peaceable Submiſſion to Authority, the Laws of the Land 

do in the ſtrongeſt Manner require of us the fame Duty; 

and the Church hath given us an Example for the due 

Performance of it, in her Homilies againſt Rebellion. It 
is true indeed, that Diſcourſes of this Kind have for many 

Years been in great Diſuſe, and that Diſuſe is now made 

an Argument againſt them by the Malignancy of ſome 
People, who like no Politicks in the Pulpit, but ſuch as Þ 
their Governours would not like. They are well enough 
pleaſed to hear Sedition from thence, they will hearken 
with great Attention to a Preacher who entertains them 
with Satyr and Invective againſt their Superiors, and 
without Modeſty or Truth arraigns the Government; tho | 
to the apparent Diſturbance of that Peace and Order, 'E 
which by the Laws of God and Man he is bound to main- * 
1 tain: But if a Preacher tells them of their Duty in theſe 
1 Matters, and exhorts them to ſhew themſelves good Sub- F 
4 L jets, he goes, they think, out of his Sphere, and med- 
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dles with Things that do not concern him, and which are 
not proper for that Place. But it is in Truth far other- 
"i wiſe, and what they think a Fault to do, it would be 
very inexcuſable, if upon proper Occaſions Preachers did not 
do. If ſuch arguments have of late Vears been ſeldom 
handled in the Pulpit, it has not proceeded from any Con- 
ſeiouſneſs in them, that it is a Buſineſs improper and un- 
becoming them, nor indeed from any deſigned Neglect 
"I, of 
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Man, if they do not all they can, to ſtem this Torrent 
222 of. 


(5) 


of what they knew to be their Duty; but becauſe they 


thought there was little or no Occaſion for it, as indeed 
in quiet Times there is not. The People of this Na- 
tion, God be thanked, are not ordinarily, and of them- 


ſelves, inclined to Tumult and Sedition, much leſs to 
take Arms and break out into Rebellion: There is no 
Danger of this from the Generality of the People, unleſs 
they are oppreſſed by great and real Grieyances, or by 
the artful Endeavours of factious Men are made to be- 
lieve, .and ſtrongly to apprehend imaginary ones. For 
this Reaſon there is ſeldom much Occaſion to preſs on 
the People, in ſet Diſcourſes, their Duty to the King, 
eſpecially ſince it is by the Wiſdom of the Church 
worked into every Part of the publick Service; and if 
they are by the Diſcourſes they hear from the Pulpit, 


made good Chriſtiuns, it is impoſſible they ſhould be ill 


Subjects. 


This is the Reaſon of that Diſuſe theſe Diſcourſes have 


fallen into. But when the Times grow unquiet, when a 
Spirit of Sedition ſhakes the Land, when the Diſaffec- 
tion of ſome, and the Indifference of others, encourages 
an implacable and reſtleſs Faction to take new Life, and 


employ all their wicked Arts to diſturbthe publick Peace, 


and attempt the Subverſion of the Government; when 


to this End no Means are left unattempted to infuſe 
cauſeleſs Jealouſics into the People; when falſe and odi- 
ous Colours are put upon every Part of the Adminiſtra- 


tion; when the very Perſon of the King, and the Digni- 
ty of his Auguſt, Houſe are calumniated and vilified ; when 
every Corner of our Streets, and not the Corners only, 
but even the publick Places, are filled with the moſt vi- 
rulent and treaſonable Libels: When this is the Caſe, 
then for the Miniſters of the Goſpel to be ſilent; is high- 


ly criminal ; it is then their indiſpenſable Duty to lift up 
their Voice, and to ſbe Jacob their Sins, and Iſrael their 


Tranſgreſſions; they are then inexcuſable before God and 
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of Sedition, to refute the Lies and Calumnies of faRtious 
Men, to arm the People againſt the Impreſſions, which 
Sedition,' under the Diſguiſe of Patriotiſm, endeavoprs to 
make upon them s and to keep them ſtedfaſt in cheir _ 

1 God, and the King. For che King is che Minifter 
"God ; and if we would be true to God, and 40 tis Will, 


wie muſt be true — faithful to the Vicegerent he has {ct 
over us. 
ey ESE that 


as | * were not our Caſe, and 
here were no Occaſion fur a Diſcourſe of this Nature; 
but it is too nototions to be denied, the Times do loudly 
cry the contrary, and call us to the Diſcharge of this 
Part of our Duty. There has long been diſcovered a 


dangerous Conſpiracy, a montirous.and unnatural Deſign, 


Aiming at nothing leſs than the Overthtow of our pre- 
ſent happy Eſtabliſnment, and to deſtroy the King, and 
the whole Proteſtant Royal Family. What the Clergy 
think to che their Duty on this Occaſion, may be ſeen in 
the late dutiful and affectionate Addreſs of the two Houſes 
of 'Convocatzon :/ In Diſcharge of uthat is there promiſed, 
and for the important Reaſons there given, I have cho- 
ſen this memorable Paſſage of St. Paul, concerning the 
SHubfecks Duty to the Higher Powers, to preſs upon you 
from ee a Senſe of your Allegiance, and to convince 
you of the Sin and Folly of going into, or any way 
encouraging the Endeavours of wicked Men for the 
Subverſion of the preſent Government, Whatever plau- 
ſible or ſpecious Pretences their black Deſigns are covered 
Wirh. 

But before I do this, which will fill * it 
ſelf, it will be neceſſary to explain to you, as clearly as 
J can, What it is St. Paul here ſays, and to give you the 
true and full Meaning of /thefe Words; it having been 
their Misfortune, in the Heat of Controverſy, to be 
forced into oppoſite Extremes; many making them a 
juſt Ground for a paſſive Obedience to all: Govetnours, 
however unjaſt and oppteſſive, in the moſt: Deu 

imited 
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(7) 
unlimited Manner; others on the contrary, pretending 
to find' in them Grounds and Reaſons for Reſiſtance: in 
ſome Cafes; when it is moſt certain, that neither the one, 
not the ther, can with Jultnels be inferred from them, 
The Words themſelves contain firſt a Duty, and then the 
Motives, or Arguments on which the Apoſtle grounds 


it. Let rey he Sul be fubject to the higher Powers. 
there is thi For * 3s 10 Peas but of God : 
The Bowers: that be, are vrdained of God. There is 
the Ground gh which the Obedience of the Subject is 
founded: From whence it follows by undeniable Conſe- 
quenct, that he who refſterh the Power, that is, refu- 
foth to acknowledge the Government and to yield the 
Obedience he ought to pay to it, (which Refuſal, what- 
ever way it be :expreſied- at firſt, ſooner or later, it 
al meiſt always ends ini open Force or Violence, and ſo 
very property tered Reſiſtance) reſſethᷣ the Ordinance of 
God: ' And what can they, who do fo, expect from 
thence, but that they Tall Ry. reoehve to pore 
MDmmmtmun? 2 

The Duty is Seed ſolely i in theſ: Words, ; Let 45 
7 Soul be ſubject todhe higher Powers. The Perſons to 
whom Subjection is due, are here called the higher Pow- 
ers; that is, thoſe who arc inveſted with the ſupreme 
or ſouere in Authotity, in the ſeycral Governments the 
World äs divided into. Whether one Perſon or many 
gowern, whether it he a C Ommen wealth, or Ariftocracy, 
vor Moriarchy; and whatever Kind that Monatchy be of, 
 wherher pure or mitt, whether limited or ablolute:: 
Whatever! the Government be, all Perſons living under 
it are by this Text equally obliged to Pay Obedience to 
it ; theic is no Preference intended to be (given by it to 
une Formrof Government before another. The higher 
fPoxwers in dach and every one of them have, in virtue of 
this Text; a Right to the Obedience of their Subjects, 
of (all their Shbjacts without Exception; Let euer Soul; 
that is, very Futſoh die fal. ane lber Powers. 
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Here is no Exception for any Perſons, of whatever Con- 
dition or Profeſſion: Eccleſiaſticks are bound to obey the 
civil Magiſtrate, as much as the meaneſt of the Laity; 
this, — St. Chry ſoſtom upon the Place, is enjoyned #0 
Prieſts and Monks equally with others; for St. Paul ſays, 
Let every Soul be ſubject; every Soul, though he be an 
* Apoſtle, though he be an E vangelit, though he be a 
„Prophet, whoever he be, he muſt be ſubject to the 
« Higher Powers.” Thus St. Chry/oftom. So little did the 
Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church at that Time dream of 
that een from the Authority of the civil Magiſtrate, 
-which the Clergy of the Church of Nome have ſince claim'd; 
and which ſome other Eccleſiaſticks ſeem unwilling to 
renounce, while they act, as if they had a Right to con- 
ſpire and rebel with more Impunity than bes Men. But 
if we will hear St. Paul, if we will hear the moſt learn- 
ed of the Fathers comment on him, Rebellion in an Ec- 
cleſiaſtick is equally criminal, as in any other Man; his 
Guilt before God is at leaſt the ſame, if not greater, and 
the Miniſter 8 Gs has therefore an equal Right to pun- 
ih him. 

But there is no need of more Words to prove, either 
who are the Objects of the Obedience here enjoined, or 
from whom it is due. The Object is the Magiſtrate; 
and who that in Fact is, except in Times of Confuſion 
and Anarchy, the Subject cannot but know, and more 
he need not, as will appear hereafter ; and the Magi- 
rate all Perſons muſt obey. - All the Difficulty is about 
the Nature and Extent of this Obedience, which can 
never be deduced with any Certainty from this ſingle 
Word, Undlaooldow, be ſubject. From hence indeed we ſee, 
that Subjection or Obedience is due; but for the Degree of 
Subjection or Obedience, there is nothing in this ſingle 
Word can ſerve as a Meaſure to us; to ſettle this, we muſt 
Fetch in other Helps, which either Reaſon or Scripture can 
furniſh us with: For the ſame Word is uſed of the Obe- 


dience 2 from Wives to Husbands; from Ser- 


4 — 


(9) 
vants to Maſters; from the People to their Paſtors; and 
in general, from Chriſtians to one another. Tis plain 
therefore, no Bounds or Meaſures of Obedience can be 
ſettled from this ſingle Word, ſince tis uſed of Perſons 
in ſo many Relations, each of which require a different 
Degree of Subjection to be paid to them. Nay, in ſome 
Inſtances, the Expreſſion is made ſtronger by the Addi- 
tion of other Words, than it is here, as Eph. v. 22. Wives 
ſubmit your ſelves unto your own Husbands, as unto the 
Lord; as in the next Chapter he bids Servants to be obe- 
dient to their Maſters, as to the Lord; in which laſt Place, 
tho' the Verb be not the ſame, yet it is exactly of the ſame 
Import. There is no manner of Difference, in this Ar- 
n between dude and vraxzuy; and therefore as 

e uſes the latter here to expteſs the Duty of Servants, fo 
Tit. ii. 9. he uſes the other, where he exhorts Servants to 


be obedient to their own Maſters, and to pleaſe them well 


in all things ; apd both Words are rendred alike in the 
Engliſh. And Col. iii. 20. the ſame Apoſtle exhorts Chil- 
dren to obey their Parents in all things. ra Tixva, j, 
Teis youWeor nara wayla. Theſe are as ſtrong Expreſſions as 
can well be conceived, and yet tis certain and allowed of 
all, that Obedience is not ſo enjoined by them, as to ex- 
clude all Limitation or Exception. Much leſs can an ab- 
ſolute and unlimited Obedicnce be inferred from a ſingle 
Word, when no ſuch Additions are made to give a far- 
ther Strength and Force to the Expreſſion. No, to do 
this, to find what Obedience is here required, we muſt, 
as I have ſaid, call in other Helps; and theſe muſt be 
fetched from Reaſon and Scripture, from the Law of 
Nature and Nations, but aboye all, from the Laws of the 
reſpetive Governments every Man is under. 
This Word, let himbe ſubjet, is by the Conſent of all good 

terpreters to be underſtood, not in a palſi ve, but in a reci- 
progal Senſe, let hin ſubject himſelf, that is, yield Submiſſion 
and Obedience to the higher Powers. Here then it is at 
firſt ight evident, that this E muſt be nne 
Fo ; that 


(10) 


that it be in Things lawful ; for both Reaſon and Scrip- 


ture teach us, that we mult obey God, rather than Man. 


But what if our Governors notwithſtanding inſiſt up- 
on a Compliance with them, and threaten to puniſh a 
Refuſal in the moſt exemplary Manner, or any other Way 
injure and oppreſs thoſe they ſhould protect? what a Sub- 
miſſion is then due from us, is the great Queſtion ; whe- 
ther in virtue of this Precept, when we can't by an active 
Obedience comply with our Superiors, a paſſ/ve one then 
begins, and we are obliged by it patiently to ſuffer whatever 
they inflict, and tamely to ſubmit to the Invaſions of our 
civil or religious Rights, however illegal and unjuſt ; and 
whether this be the Duty of all Subjects in all Caſes, and not 
only of private and ſingle Perſons, but of whole Nations. 
And many, it is well known, have underſtood this Text in 
this extended Senſe, as obliging to a paſſive Obedience in 
all Caſes whatſoeyer, becauſe, in their Opinion, to enjoin 
Obedience to the Magiſtrate in all Things lawful, is a poor 
Buſineſs, ſcarce worthy the Apoſtle ; tis ſo plain a Duty 
that no body can be ignorant of it, much leſs can it be 
thought the Apoſtle would enjoin it with ſo much Ear- 
neſtneſs, and inforce it with ſo many and ſuch ſtrong Ex- 
preſſions, as he does here, and in the following Verſes. 
But this Objection is, I conceive, without Foundation, 
and ariſes, partly from a very wrong, tho very common 
Notion, concerning the Perfection of the Scriptures, as 
if it were requiſt te to that Perfection, that the Scriptures 
ſhould contain Anſwers to all Queſtions, and Solutions of 
all Difficulties, upon all Subjects that have any relation ei- 
ther to Religion or civil Life, and in all Times, at what 
diſtance ſoever from the writing of them; (than which 
no one Thing ſeems to have occafioned more falſe In- 
terpretations,) and partly from the want of ſufficiently con- 
ſidering, what the Apoſtle's Deſign in this Place is, with 
what View he writes, what gave Occaſion. to it, what 


falſe Doctrine or prevailing Error he intended to oppoſe. 


The Wa igge of Which is the only good Key to the 
© © "opening 


e 


E 


opening the true Meaning of this Paſſage : which I ſhall 
egg endeavour to explain to you with all the Clearneſs 
can. | 

The Deſign then of the Apoſtle, I take, certainly to have 
been this; to convince the Few: Chriſtians, that it was 
not only lawful, but their Duty to ſubmit to the Roman 
Government; and by that Means to remove the moſt fa- 
tal and pernicious Imputation that could be thrawn on 
Chriſt and his Religion, by removing all juſt Cauſe for it; 
which by the indiſcreet Zeal of many of them had been 
given, and by their Enemics Occaſions were taken, when 
got given. It is moſt evident, nothing could do ſo much 
Hurt to the Chriſtian Religion in its Infancy, as to have 
it thought an Enemy to Government. It was this Impu- 
tation that condemned our Saviour himſelf: The High- 
Prieſts indeed in their Council declared him guilty of 
Death for Blaſphemy, in making himſelf e Son of God; 
but that which was made his capital Crime, when accuſed 
to the Roman Governor, was, that he was an Enemy to 
Cæſar, and ſet up himſelf as King, in Oppoſition to him. 
Thus we read Luc. xxiii. 1, 2. The whole Multitude of them 
aroſe, and led him unto Pilate, and they began to accuſe 
him, ſaying, we found this Fellow perverting the Na- 
tion, and forbidding to give Tribute to Czlar, ſaying, 
that he himſelf is King. And John xix. 12. when Plate 
had a Mind to releaſe him, as finding nothing worthy of 
Death proved againſt; him, the Jews cried out, ſaying, if 

Il « 


thou let this Man go, thou art not Czſar's Friend: 2 
ever maketh himſelf a King, ſpeaketh againſt Cæſar. And 
when Pilate asked them, ſaying, ſhall I crucifie' your King? 
the Chief Prieſts anſwered,we have no King but Cæſar. And 
upon this Pilate delivered him to be crucified, v.15, 16. 

Thus early did the Charge of Sedition and 'Trea- 
ſon begin againſt that Religion, which in the Nature 
of it is the fartheſt in the World from it. Ir brought 
the Author of it to the Croſs, and was no leſs ſueceſs- 
fully urged againſt his Followers, their Enemies well 
1691 B 2 knowing, 
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(12) 
knowing, that no Accuſation could more effectually in- 
cenſe the Magiſtrates every where againſt them. Thus 
Acts xvii. 5, Oc. upon Paul and Silas preaching at 
Theſſalonica, the Fews enraged, toob to them certain lewd 
Fellows, of the baſer ſort, and afſaulted the Houſe of 
Jaſon, and drew him, and certain of the Brethren, unto 
the Rulers of the City, crying, Theſe that have turned the 
World upſide down, are come hither alſo, and do contrary 
to the Decrees of Cæſar, ſaying, there is another King, 
one Jeſus; But Paul and Silas could not be found, fo they 
took Security of the reſt, and let them go. And the fame 
Accuſation was brought againſt St. Paul before Felix, 
Acts xxiv. We have found this Man, ſays Tertullus, a 
peſtilent Fellow, and a Mover of Sedition' among all the 
Jews, throughout the World ; and the Jews aſſented, ſay- 
ing, that thoſe Things were ſo. But St. Paul in his admi- 
rable Defence defies them to prove any Thing of this Kind 
againſt him; he affirms, that they found him not in the 
Temple with Multitude, or with Tumult, nor diſputing 
with any one, nor ſtirring up the People, neither in the 
Synagogues," nor in the City. It was, no doubt, chiefly theſe 
Accuſations, that brought on this great Apoſtle thoſe many 
Suffcrings, the Stripes, the Impriſonments, the Perſecuti- 
ons, the Affliqions, the Deaths he mentions in ſeveral Parts 
of his Epiſtles,” and at laſt the Loſs of Life it ſelf, © + 
Baut there is no need of enlarging, to ſhew. either how 
common a Practice it was to charge the firſt Chriſtians 
with being Movers of Sedition; or how fatal ſuch a Charge 
muſt be to them, where it was believed; and conſequent- 
ly, of what Importance it was for the Teachers to take 
all poſſible Care, that the Diſciples might give no juſt 
Colour for it, but behave themſelves in all Things, as 
became good Subjects. It is more material to enquire 
what Ground there was for ſuch a Charge, or what there 
was either in the Doctrine, or Practice of the firſt Chry/t#- 
ans, that could give a handle to it: For it is hardly credible; 
ſuch an Imputation ſhould be ſo general, without ſome 
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real, or at leaſt ſeeming Ground for it. Now one Cauſe 
of this I have already pointed out, viz. that Jeſus was 
looked on by his Diſciples to be the great King promiſed 
in the Prophets, and who about the Time that he ap- 
peared, was univerſally expected to come. How much 
this was the Expectation of the eus, not to mention 
ſeveral Places in our own Books, we may learn from a 
known Paſſage in Suetonius, who ſpeaking of the De- 
ſtruction of the eus by Veſpaſian, fays, there had been 
an Opinion univerſally ſpread in the Eaſtern Parts, that a 
Prince from among the Fews ſhould about that Time 
ariſe, who ſhould ſubdue all other Kingdoms, and make 
them Maſters of the World *. This naturally created a 
3 in the Romans, and made them have a watchful 


ye upon all who pretended to be the Perſon ſo much 


expected: For many ſuch there were in the Compaſs of 
a few Years, who drew great Numbers of People after 
them; as Chriſt foretold there would be. Falſe Chriſts, and 
falfe Prophets, ſays he, ſhall riſe, and ſhall ſhew Signs 
and Wonders, to ſeduce, if it were poſſible, even the Elect. 
Mark xiii. 22. Indeed the Kingdom claimed by Chriſt 
was of ſuch a Nature, when rightly underſtood, as needed 
to have given no Umbrage to the Roman Government, as 
our Saviour himſelf argues, 70h. xviii. 36. but it is no 


Wonder, if this was not ſo eaſily underſtood by others, 


when the Diſciples themſelves were for a Time carried 
away with that Prejudice, which was then common to the 
whole Nation of the Jews, and were big with Expecta- 
tions, that Chriſt ſnouſd be a mighty temporal Deliverer, 
and that tho' he were by Death for a ſhort Seaſon taken 
from them,” he va. in a litrle- Time return with Power 
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. The Ade F Suetonius are, percrebuerat Oriente toto vetus & conſtans 


opinio, eſſe in fatis, ut eo tempore Judaa profecti rerum potirentur. Veſp. c. 4. 
And Tacitus ſays 4 the ſame Thing. in almoſt. the ſame Words. Pluribus perſuaſio 
inerat, antiquſs Sacerdotum literis contineri, eo ipſo tempore fore, ut valeſceret 


Orievs, edel Judas rerum potirentur - Hiſt l. 5c. 133 | 
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and great Glory, and ſubdue all Nations to himſelf, that 


his Throne ſhould be eſtabliſhed in Sion, and that all Peo- 


ple ſhould flow to him to Jeruſalem, People: filld with 


ſuch Hopes, and comforting themſelves with, ſuch Expecta- 
tions againſt all Sufferings, might very caſily, both by their 
Words and Actions, give Umbrage to their civil, Governors, 
except that at firſt perhaps they might think them too in- 
conſiderable, to be much minded, _ e ann 
Another - Cauſe. of -Jealouſy, and of a piece with this, 
was the Liberty they had in Chriſt. This Liberty of 
Chriſtiaus, as well as the King ſbip of their Head, was 
of a ſpiritual Nature, and therefore when rightly explain d, 
the Magiſtrate, had nothing to fear from it; but for a 
Number of People to talk much of Liberty, to a Roman 
Governor, carried a ſeditious Sound with it, and looked 
like a Deſign of throwing off the Yoke, and ſetting up 
fot themſelves: And their Governors had the more Rea- 
ſon for ſuch Apprehenſions, from what they ſaw every 
Day practiſed in thoſe Times among the Fews : and 
ſome even of the Chri/tzans, no doubt, gave but too juſt 
Occaſion for them, by abuſing their Liberty in Chriſt to 
the vety worſt Purpoſes. They did, not a few, defile the 
Fleſh, deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil of Dignities. 
Jude 8. and 2 Pet. ii. 10, Accordingly we find both St. Peter 


and St. Paul warning Chriſtians againſt the Abuſes of it. 


The latter in his Epiſtle to the Gal. v. 13. Brethren, ye 
have been called unto Liberty, only uſe not Liberty for an 
Occaſion to the Fleſh : And St. Peter 1 Ep. ii. 16: cloſes 
his Exhortation to Obedience with theſe Words; As free, 
and not uſmg your Liberty for. a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs ; 
that is; as a Pretence for doing Evil, or for ſeditious Prac- 
tices, which ſeems to be principally meant by Maliciouſ- 
nels in that Place. E 
But whatever Handle the Indiſcretion of ſome Chri- 


| frians, and the Corruption of others, might by the Abuſe 
of their Liberty, or of Chriſt's Kingdom, give for the 


Magiſtrate's looking on them as a perverſe, factious, ſedi- 
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tious Generation of Men (of which there could not be in 
any of them the leaſt Appearance, which their Enemies 
would not in the moſt tragical manner cxaggerate, and 
impute to the whole Party,) that which did them moſt 
Prejudice, and created in the Magiſtrate the greateſt Suſpi- 
cion of them, as Enemies to all civil Government, and 
led him to put the worſt Conſtruction upon their Doctrines 
and Actions, no doubt, was the ſeditious Opinions and li- 
centious Practices of a new Sect ſprung up among the eus 
in our Saviour's Time, and under a Leader of the ſame 
Country, I mean the Followers of * Judas of Galilee, 
who, as we read Acts v. 37. roſe up in the Days of 
the Taxing, and drew away much People after him. 
The Taxing here mentioned, is not the Enrollment. at 
the Time of our Saviour's Birth, but a ſecond that 
was about ten Years after, when upon the Baniſhment 
of Archelaus, who ſucceeded his Father Herod, fudæa was 
reduced into the Form of a Roman Province. At this Time, 
and upon this Occaſion, aroſe this Judas, who, as Joſe- 
phus informs us, ſet up a new Sed among the Jews, in 
other. reſpects agreeing much with the Phariſees, but 
diſtinguiſhed by a furious, ungovernable Zeal for Liberty ; 
they maintained it was unlawful for the People of God 
to ſubmit to any foreign Yoke, or acknowledge any 
Lord but God. only, They thought it not only their 
Right, but their Duty to refuſe, Obedience to any Perſon 
the Roman Government ſhould ſet over them; and in 
Maintenance of theſe Opinions committed the greateſt 
Outrages. And this Se&, Foſephus obſeryes, ſpread 
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* An Account of this Judas and his Sect may be ſeen in Foſephus his Antig. 
J. 18. c. 1, 2. & de B. J. I. 2. c. 12, what Seditions afterwards ſprang from 
theſe Beginnings, and to what monſtrous Exceſſes a Spirit of Faction carried 
them, the Reader may ſee Antig. l. 20. c. 6, 7. & de B. F. l. 2. c. 23. & 1.4. 
C. 10, Il, 16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 30, 35. I. 7. c. 30, 34» 35, 37. Which 
Places ſhew, Foſephrs had great Reaſon to fay, that from the Riſe of this Set 
no Evil had befallen the Nation, which they were not the cauſe of. 
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mightily among the Jews, and infected great Numbers 
with the ſame Enthuſiaſm. And to theſe Enthuſiaſts the 
moſt ptofligate and vileſt of the People joined themſelves, 
who, under the Colour of Liberty, meant nothing but 
the Pillage and Plunder of the Country, which produced 
the moſt fatal Effects; for perpetual Tumults and Sediti- 
ons filled all Places, and made Judæa ſuch a Scene of 
Miſery as is not to be expreſsd, which nothing could 
put an end to, but the total Ruin of the Nation. But 
nothing that either themſelves or Country ſuffered could 
abate their Rage and Zeal, they thought it the Cauſe 
of God, and rather choſe to die a thouſand Deaths, than 
quit their darling Deluſion, and ſubmit to the Powers 
"Which they could not with any Hopes of Succels. reſiſt. 
And they were ſo far from thinking what they ſuffered 
ftom Men, to be the Puniſhment of God, and that the 
Magiſtrate was only his Miniſter to inflict it, that they 
gloried in their Sufferings, as undergone for his Sake, 
and therefore highly meritorious in his Sight: In ſhort, 
they bore the greateſt Torments with an invincible Con- 
ftancy, and were poſſeſſed in Defence of the worſt Cauſe, 
wich all that Aſſurance that can be expected in the beſt. 

The wild Opinions of theſe Men, as they ſpread greatly 
among the Jeus, ſo did they infect ſome of the Jew! 
'Chrifians, or at leaſt were imputed to them by the 
bw, not diſtinguiſting between two Seas, which, how- 
ever in ſome Appeatances alike, were in Reality extremely 
different. It was for ſome time the Misfortune of the 
Chriſtians to be confounded with the Fews in the Opi- 
nien the reſt of the World had of them, and by that 
means, to be involved in the ſame Calamities, and ſuffer 
in common with them. Of this we have a remarkable 
Inftance in Suetonius, of great Uſe to our preſent Pur- 
pale. In his Life of Claudius Cæ ſar, c. 25. he has theſe 


Words, Judæos impulſone Chreſto aſſidue tumultuamtes 


Roms Apulit He baniſhed the Fews the City, who, 
* 18 by 
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by the Inſtigation of one * Chreſtus, that is Chriſt, were 


always making Diſturbances, and ſtirring up Sedition. In 
theſe Words tis plain Fews and Chriſtians are not 
with any Clearneſs diſtinguiſhed from each other. But 
now as to the Matter contained in them, whatever Truth 
there were for the Charge which is here made the 
Ground of this Edict, whether there really were ſuch 
Tumults then at Rome, and whether excited by Jets 
poiſoned with the Opinions of this Judas, or by Chri- 


ſtians alſo, as well as Fews; or whether it were a Ca- 


lumny only caſt on them by their Enemies, who bare an 
implacable Hatred to the Fews without Diſtinction, and 
interpreted to Sedition their Oppoſition to Idolatry, and 
their ſeparate Meetings for their own Worſhip; whatever 
there really were in this Charge, a Spirit of Faction, Se- 
dition, and perpetual 'Tumults, were, we ſee, iavfat'im- 
puted to the Fews; and this, 7mpulſore Chreſto, as (the 


Effect of their following Chriſt. If the occaſion of this 


Edict was not any thing done at Rome, but the Tumults 
and Scditions at that time in Judæa, tho the Charge 
was but too true of the Fews, it was very unjuſtly im 

uted to Chriſt, and ſuch as followed his Doctrine and 
Ede But however that be, this Edict was made but 
a Þ+ few Years before St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle ; and at 
the Time he wrote, tho' the ZFews might be quiet in 
other Places, yet in Judæa things continued in the ut- 
moſt Confuſion, and gave the Emperor great Trouble, 
and made the very Name of jews odious at Rome, 
whither St. Paul intended to go very ſoon himſelf. 


. 


* Chreſtus being a Name the Romans were better acquainted with than Cyriſtus, 
that, and not any Deſign, ſeems to have been the trug Reaſon of their putting 
one for the other in this and other Places. | 

+ The learned Biſhop Pearſon, in his Annales Paulint, p. 12. places this Edict. 
which is the ſame with that mentioned Act, xviii. 2. in the 12" Year of Clau- 
dius, who did not reign quite 14. and the Epiſtle to the Romans he ſuppoſes 
written (p. 15.) in the 3* of Nero; and St. Paul had then many Years intended 
a Journey to Rome, See c. 1. v. 10, 11, 17. & c. 15. v. 22, 23, 24, 32. 
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How now could he prepare his Way better ; how could 
he more effectually recommend himſelf to that Goyern- 
ment, and diſarm it of its Enmity to Chriſtians, than 
by enjoining Obedience to the civil Magiſtrate in ſo. di- 
ſtinguiſhing a manner, as he does in this _— in which 
he directly contradicts and condemns thoſe wild Opinions 
that had infected ſo many of the Fews, and were, 9 
juſtly ot not, generally charged upon the Chriſtians t p 
This then is, I think, the * true Key to the Senſe of 
this Text, tis the mad Zeal of ada of Galilee, and 
his Sec, which had ſo much provoked the Raman Go- 
vernment by the perpetual Diſturbances it made, and 
thereby drew ſo many Calamities upon the .Fews, that 
the Apoſtle here oppoſes, and which he would x 
or recover, Chriſtians from falling into. The ſing 
was, Whether it were lawful for Jeu to Cabo as — 
Roman Power; this theſe Zealots for Liberty denied even 
to the Death. St. Paul, in Oppoſition to theſe, Men, 
and, in a juſt Abhorrence of their ſeditious Principles, 
affirms, it is not only lawful, but their Duty to ſubmit, 
and yield Obedience to it. And this Duty he grounds 


upon this Principle, that 4% Power is of God, a Princi- 


ple directly oppoſite to the Errors of thoſe he is oppoſing. 
They thought no Power (over them at leaſt)” to be of 
God, but what was by God ſettled in their Law; St. Paul, 
on the contrary, declares there is no Power that is not of 
God. Which, it muſt be obſerved, is not a Doctrine 
peculiar to Chriſtianity, as is commonly thought, much 
leſs to St. Paul, and till leſs is it an Inference drawn by 
him, as ſome would have it, from what is ſaid of Go- 
vernors in the following Verſes; no, this is a Principle 
univerſally hy lack by all wiſe Men, and received 
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I am. not a little confirmed in this Thought, by finding fo a Judge 
25 St, Ferow in the ſame Opinion; who, in — 1. ft 7 has 
theſe Words of this Precept, Propterea editum puto, quia Jude Galilei per * 
Teo * adlaic j * e. Plurimas Settatores. 
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| in all civilized Nations. The Jewiſh Zealots might have 
| learnt it from their own Books, in which the iſdom of 
God cries, By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice. 
Prov. viii. 15. And Dan. ii. 22. 'tis declared, that God 
removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. The ſame is 
very fully ſet forth in many Places of the Prophets; and 
the latter Books of the Fews expreſs the ſame Doctrine 
ſtill more clearly. Thus, Ercl. xvii. 17. In the Diviſion 
| of the Nations of the whole Earth he ſet a Ruler over 
every People. From hence the Followers of Judas miglit 
have learnt, that all Power is of God. But what deceived 
them ſeems to have been what follows, But Iſrael ig the 
Lord's Portion. From whence they concluded, that 
Whatever Right the Governors of the World had over 
their oon People, none had Authority to govern them; 
they were under God only, as his Inheritance. As this 
Paſſage very plainly declares that all Government is of 
| God, ſo I muſt obferve, that the Writer of it does but 
| copy what is declared by Moſes in the Law, Deut. xxxii. 8. 
| as the Reading then was, at leaſt in the Book that this 
Author uſed, tho' in our Copies, and that the Seventy 
uſed, it be read otherwiſe: * | 
But nothing can more expreſly declare all Power to be 
of God, than a Paſſage in the Book of Miſdom. There, 
at the 6 Chapter, the Writer, in the Perſon of Solomon, 
directs himſelf to Rulers thus; Hear, O he Kings, and un- 
derſtand; learn, ye that be fudges of the ends of the 
Earth. Give ear, you that rile the People, and glory in 
the Multitude of Nations. For Power is given you of 
| the Lord, and Sovereignty from the Higheſt, who ſhall 
| try your Works, and ſearch out your Counſels. Becauſe, 
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7 The Author of Eccleſ ſeems to have read for Gebialoih, which the Seventy 
rightly render "Opus, Geburoth, which may, I think, be rendred, «dpx4;, or da- 
54 ; ſo that the difference is only of a lingle Letter, of r for l. which Letters 
in Hebrew. are ſo alike, as to be often confounded ; and this ſmall Alteration 
would give much Light to a Place that is at preſent exceeding oblcure, 
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being Miniſters of his Kingdom, you have not judged 


_ aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked after the Counſel 
of God. What is declared in this Paſſage, is ſo perfectly 
- agreeable to St. Paul, that one can hardly doubt but he 
had it in his View, eſpecially ſince one may by other 
Places in his Epiſtles plainly ſee, he was no Stranger to 
this Book. ; | . 
And as this Doctrine here taught by St. Paul, concern- 
ing the divine Origin of Government, and that a Power 
is of God, is no other than what was before taught and 
received among the 7eus; ſo ate the Sentiments of the 
wiſeſt Philoſophers and Law-givers among the Greeks, 
and of Homer, the Father of them, conſonant hereto ; as 
might be ſhewn by many Paſlages, were this a, proper 
Place for it. To confine my ſelf to Homer; who, th 
is at all acquainted with him, knows not his | 


Tuns x. Baondis, Gre Z&5xvd e. I. A. 279. And 
£ Els xo ig, * 

Els gage, w h Kegvs ud g altvNoprirew 

Tui em T nd Stuias —— I B. 204, And 

Tiun d in Gibs it —— 197. | | 


Which Places fully declare the Power of Kings to be 
from God. From whence tis familiar with him to ile 
Kings toſwars and dees eie; * that is, born of God, and main- 
tained by him. I will only add, that the Sentiments of 
Heſiod, r the oldeſt Greek Writer next himſelf, appear to 
be the ſame, in thoſe memorable Words, | 


Ex cs Atos Baohjes —— ©. 96, 


Thus both in perfect Conformity to Scripture. As 
indeed the more antient the Books of the Heathen 


 * *Tis Emuftathins his Obſervation upon the laſt mentioned Paſſage: il 
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World are, the more agreeable they are always found 


to the Books of the Old Teſtament. I will give but 


one Inſtance of this in Homer, but a very pertinent one 
to our preſent Subject; it is, that he aſcribes every thing 


to a divine Providence, as the Scriptures every where 
do, and nothing to Fortune, which Word is not ſo much 
as once to be found in his Poems, large as they are. But 
neither Homer, nor the Scripture- Writers, imagined that 
God governed the World duiows, and without the In- 
tervention of ſecond Cauſes; and therefore whatever they 


taught of Governments being from God, they did not 
intend to exclude the Share that the People any where 


had in the firſt Erection, or in the Proviſion made for 
the Continuance of them. And ſo it is here with 
St. Paul; his Aſſertion, that there is no Power but of 
God, is no way inconſiſtent with any Rights the ſeveral 
Nations of the World migbt have in the firſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment of their reſpective Governments, or the providing 
fit Perſons, either by Election or otherwiſe, to ſucceed in 
them, or in the Limitation of the Power, and Nature of 
the Truſt repoſed in them, by any Compact or Conſent, 
either tacit' or expreſs. For the Nature of Self preſer- 
vation, neceſſarily ſupplies ſome Conditions in all Sub- 
miſſions to Governors, however in the Terms unlimited 
and without Reſerve. In ſhort, he intended not to med- 
dle with the civil Rights of any People one way or other, 
as will farther appear by and by. His Aſſertion is point- 
ed againſt thoſe factious Men, who maintained it was un- 
lawful to ſubmit to any human Government, as incon- 
ſiſtent with the Government of God, whom alone they 
would acknowledge to be their Lord and King. The 
Apoſtle's Deſign therefore in this Aſſertion, was to found 
the Right their then Governors had to their Obedience 
in the Will of God himſelf, in virtue of a Maxim ac- 
knowledged by the Wiſdom of their own, as well as of 
all other civilized Nations, indeed by all Perſons who 


owned a Providence. 
| . And 
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Aud, as if this negative Aſſertion were not ſtrong 
— but might ſome way be eluded, by their allow- 
ing it to hold only as to the Origin of Government, 
but no farther ; he ſeconds this Aſſertion with -an- affir- 
in Terms more expreſs. and ſtrong, and de- 
clares,” that the Powers that be, are ordained. of Gd; 
af BVC la, that is, the ſeveral Powers or Goyeraments, 
(which Terms can't be underſtood in an abſtract Senſe, 
but as including the Perſons veſted with thoſe Powers, 
and adminiſtring thaſe Governments). that were then in 
Being: All thoſe Powers and Governments, he affirms to 
be, not approved, but ordained, or appointed by C, He 
does not ſay all {awful Powers, 2 all the Powers hat 
were in Being, which is a very different ching; for had 
he ſaid lauful, that mult have been meant with reſpect 
either to God ot Man; to have ſaid the firſt, had been 
ſaying nothing to the Conviction: of thoſe who maintained 
that with reſpect to God no Powers were /awfy/ ; and to | 
have limited his Aſſertion by the Addition of [awful with 
teſpect to Men, had been to involve private Chriftians in 
Diſputes concerning the Titles of Princes, of which they 
neither could nor ought to judge * and would have 
looked very ſuſpicious with regard to the then Governors, 
who might by ſuch a Limitation have imagined, that | 
what Right the Apoſtle gave them to the Obedience of 
their Subjects with: one Hand, he pulled away with the 
ether, and that this Word was added only as a latent Re- 
ſerve, to be made uſe of whenever they had a mind to 
withdraw. their Allegiance, or to transfer it to another. 
Avoiding therefore all captious or invidious Expreſſions, 
he affirms of the Powers then in Being, of all Gover- 
nors in quiet Poſſeſſion of their Powers, acknowledged 
and ſubmitted to by nme. States of theit u ene 


Hans legers widens ſibi pr 2 Chriſtianos veteres, ut cuivis imperium nacto F 
Fidem atque Obedientiam preſtarent, neque ulli ſub Reer g Nominibus res ee acce- F 
derent. Grot, in Matt. c. 22. v. 16. | 


People, 
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People, that they are of God's Appointment. Some have 
fancied, that theſe Words ordained of God, might alſo be 
rendred ordained: under God, which makes Kings more 
directly his\Vicegerents; but that Senſe the Words in the 
Original can't poſſibly bear z nor is it truer of regal Go- 
vernment of whatever Species, than it is of any other, 
that it is ordained of God; the Aſſertion is equally true 
of all ſettled Governments, that are, or have been, or 
ever ſball be. 

Here then is fully aſſerted, and in the trongeſt Terms, hs 
divine Right of Governors and Governments in general; 
——— it is the Will of God, that all Perſons ſhould 0 
acknowledge their Authority, and yield due Obedience to 3 
them. And they who refuſe to do ſo, inſtead of think- 
ing they do God Setvice in it, and that what they ſuffer [ 
for their Diſobedience is meritorious in his Sight, ought 


to think juſt the contrary ; that their Diſobedience to their 
Governors is no other than Diſobedience to God him- 
ſelf,” and that the Puniſhment they ſuffer from their Go- 
vernors for it, is not merely a Puniſhment from Men, 
but the Judgment of God upon them. For this is the 
Meaning of what follows, F the Powers that be, are E 
ordained of God, then every Power is the Ordinance of [1 
God, and he that difoveys the Power diſoleys his Ordi- by. 
nance. For the Ordinance of God does not here mean 
a Command of God, as ſome underſtand it, but the Go- 
vernment it felf, that is diſobey d; which is not, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's Aſſertion, more truly a human Ordinance, 
than it is a divine one. But he that diſobeys a divine 
Ordinance or Inſtitution, and in ſo doing rebels againſt 
God, what can he look for but Vengeance and Con- 
fuſion. from him? What can ſuch expect, but that they 
| faall rectiue to themſelves Damnation? 

| The Word here rendred, Damnation, in the Original 17 
| is Kejue, and ſignifies Judgment, or Puniſhment, of what- 18 
ever kind; whence a Doubt ariſcs, what Senſe. it is to 11 


be taken! in here. Some would have it mean eternal Dam. 
nation, 
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nation, led to that Meaning from the common Accepta- 
tion of the Word, the Greatneſs of the Offence, and the 
mention juſt before made of God: Since it is an Offence 
directly againſt God, the Puniſhment, they think, muſt 
come from him, and be ſo intended by the Apoſtle, and 
conſequently muſt be Damnation. Others think, the 
Puniſhment inflicted by the Magiſtrate on diſobedient 
Subjects, is here only meant, becauſe it follows imme- 
diately, that Rulers are not a Terror to good Works," bit 
to the evil, with more to the ſame purpoſe; in which it 
is ſaid, that the Magiſtrate bears not the Sword in vain, 
but is a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that doth 
Evil. But neither of theſe Opinions are, I think, ex- 
actly right; that which is ſo, is compounded of both. 
The Puniſhment here meant, is at the ſame time the Pu- 
niſhment of Man, and of God; of the Magiſtrate, who 
immediately inflicts it, in Obedience to God, and in vir- 
tue of the Power derived from him; and of God, whoſe 
-Miniſter he is, and is ſo for this very purpoſe, for the 
Puniſhment" of evil doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do well. This Senſe only agrees with what goes 
before and follows after, and unites God and Man toge- 
ther, whoſe Parts by this Interpretation are made to con- 
cur in the Execution of the fame judgment: And 'tis 
for that reaſon, that in all that follows, the Magiſtrate 
is conſidered as Gods Miniſter. And this Senſe only 

ſtands in direct Oppoſition to the Error of thoſe St. Paul 
condemns. They thought, what they ſuffered for their 
Diſobedience, however it were intended by Men, Was 
Merit with God; and though they were puniſhed in the 
Sight of Men, yet was their Hope full of Immortality. 
No, ſays St. Paul, there's no Merit in it, what they ſuf- 
fer, though inflicted by Men, is the juſt Puniſhment of 
God upon them, for their Diſobedience to him; for it is 
really againſt him they rebel, while 1 prerend to fight 
ae Men ys: and for him. 4 2 
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That the Words will bear this Senſe, and may denote 
a temporary Puniſhment in this World, which yet ſhall 
really be a Puniſhment from God, may be ſeen by ano- 
ther Place of the ſame Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xi. 29, where 
ſpeaking of the Lord's Supper, he ſays, that he that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation 
to himſelf; that is, Kgjua, which in the Margin is better 
rendred, Fusgment. For how does St. Paul ſhew, they 
eat and drink Damnation to themſelves? Why from 
hence, for this cauſe, ſays he, many are weak and ſickly 
amongſt you, and many ſleep, or die. Theſe Weakneſſes 
theretore, theſe Sickneſſes, theſe Deaths, are the Damna- 
tion, or Judgment, here meant. Upon which it imme- 
diately follows, that if we judged our ſelves, we ſhould 
not be judged, that is, thus judged, of the Lord. For 
this Judgment is for a chaſtning to us; when we are 
thus judged, we are chaſtned of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned with the World. Kejuopevor word dd , 
iva pn xelaxejtuy. Here we ſee the Puniſhment they 
ſuffered expreſly oppos d to Damnation; but what is op- 


poſed to Damnation, can't poſſibly be it ſelf Damnation. 


So that in this place, Kha, or Judgment, means truly 
and properly a tempotary Puniſhment in this World, and 
yet at the ſame time, ſuch as is divine, and really from 


God. But it will be ſaid, what then, will not Men be 


condemned in the other World for ſuch heinous Sins, 


as prophaning the Lord's Supper, and diſobeying Magi- 
ſtrates? Yes certainly, as well as for other heinous S ins, 
if not ſincerely repented of in time. But it does not 


follow that, That is the Meaning of the Word here ; 


every thing could not be ſaid in every Place. It was ſuf- 


ficient to the Apoſtle's Purpoſe to ſhew, that Diſobedience 


in them now under the Roman Government, was not leſs 


an Offence to God, than when under Governors of their 
own, Diſobedience to whom their La puniſhed with 
Death, Deut. xvii. 12. | e 
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This then I take to be the true and fole Meaning 


of this Text; St. Pau commands all Perſons to be obe- 
dient to their Governors for Conſcience ſake, as they 
are the Ordinance of Cod, and upon pain of incurring 
his Diſpleaſure, who hath empowered Governors to puni 
Diſobedience in the ſevereſt manner; and what they do 
is his Act by their Hand. This was the ſingle Point 
in view; and this Point being gained, as he does not pre- 
ſcribe the Meaſure of their Obedience, ſo in truth was 
there no occaſion for it; for let it once be granted by any 
Man, that he is the Subject of this or that Government, 
it follows of courſe, that he muſt yield the ſame Obe- 
dience as other Subjects do, and which by the reſpective 
Conſtitution is required of him. In ſhort, the Law will 
tell all Men what Subjection is due from them; thither 
then muſt we go for the Rule or Meaſure of our Obe- 
dicnce; that is a Matter the Goſpel meddles not with, 
it enquires not into Mens civil Rights, it adds nothing 
to them, nor takes any thing from them, agreeably to 
what this Apoſtle himſelf ſays, 1 Cor. vii. 21. Art thou 
called being a Servant! care uot for it. Let every Man 
wherein he is called, therein abide with God, For hethat 
is called in the Lord, being 4 S2*4/237, ig the Lord's free 
an: Likewiſe alſo he that is called being free, is Chriſt's 
ervant. With reſpect to all theſe things the Goſpel 
leaves Men where it found them; and therefore what is. 
here ſaid by St. Paul of Obedience to Governors, is not 
to make Men more ſubject than they were before, but 
to let them know that they are not by embracing the 
Goſpel leſs ſo, or in any meaſure diſpenſed with from the 
Subjection they were before under. 
hut as the Goſpel takes nothing from the Right the 
Prince has to the Obedience of his Subjects, ſo neither 
does it take, away all Right the Subjects are poſſeſſed 
of. Such Rights in ſome degree or other all Subjects 
have; thoſe particularly under the Roman Government, 
who were Civitate donati, had great ones; this he, who 
* I 7 Was 
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was himſelf in that Senſe a Roman, well undetſtobd, and 
upon proper Occaſions infiſted on them in his own De- 
fence. Thus Ace xxii. 25. when they bound him by 
Order of the chief Captain Lyſias, he ſaid to the Cen- 
turion, Is it lawful for you to ſcoltrge a” Mun that is a 
Roman, and uncondemned ? Upon which they who were 
to have examined him by ſtourging, departed from him; 
the chief” Captam alſo was afraid, after he knew that he 
was 4 Roman, becauſe he had bound him, and looſed 
him from his Bands. And in the ſame manner he de- 
clares the Privileges he is entitled to as a Noman, upon 
a like Occaſion, in the 16 Chapter. And in the 25 
Chapter, when the Fews would have put him to Death, 
no Man, ſays he, may deliver me unto them, I appeal 
Indeed, as St. Paul does not here determine the Meaſures 
of Obedience, ſo neither could he, ſince that depends 
upon the particular Conſtitution of every Government, 
and therefore what would be Diſobedience in a Subject 
under one Government, might not be ſo in another; nor 
is it always the ſame in the ſame Government, ſince by 
the inſenſible Alterations that are made in length of 
Time in Things of this Nature, new Privileges are ac- 
quired, or old ones loſt. The Reſult from which is, that the 
Meaſure of Obedience in every Government is the Law 
and Conſtitution of that Government, and that only, 


and not the Scriptures, where there is neither Precept 
nor Example that obliges in this point; Precept there is 
none tis plain, if this in the Text be not one; nor can 
any Scripture-Example with reſpect to Government be 


binding; ſince the Law of one Government is no Rule 
to another: Much leſs can a Government two or three thou- 


ſand Years ago eſtabliſhed in an Eaſtern Country, any way 


affect or preſcribe to a Government in the Weſtern Parts 


of the World, at ſo great a diſtance of Place, as well as 
Time. I ſhall only add, that all the Eaſtern Countries 
were ſtrangely diſpoſed to Servitude, as is remarked by 
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many of the Roman Writers x; whereas the Meſtern 
Parts of the World always preſerved ſuch a Liberty as 
diſtinguiſhed Subjects from Ba laves. The Truth is, the 
Eaſtern Governments were the moſt antient, and the 
moſt antient, as being in the Infancy and Ignorance of 
the World, were the moſt ſimple, the wiſe modelling of 
Government being a Work of Time, and the Effect of 
long Experience. Hence it came to paſs, that the. firſt 
Governments were by ſingle Perſons, and theſe Perſons 
abſolute, and unlimited by any Laws. This expoſed the 
Eaſtern People to be more Slaves than thoſe in the Weſtern 
Parts; and they were perhaps repreſented: to be more ſo 
than they really were, by the Roman Writers, who were 
ſuch Enemies to the regal Governments then in uſe, that 
it is familiar with them to treat all Subjection to them, 
as Servitude. But however that be, one Government 
can't preſcribe to another, nor are the political Laws of 
the Fews, when under a regal Government, any way 
obligatory to the Prince or People of this Nation, or de- 
clarative of their reſpectiye Rights. 
It would be needleſs to ſpend ſo many Words in ſo 
plain a Caſe, but that this Text has been ſo often made 
uſe of, to aſſert to Princes an abſolute and unlimited 
Power to oppreſs their Subjects in the moſt arbitrary man- 
ner, in Defiance of the Conſtitution; and Men will ar- 
rogate to the Study of Divinity, what ſo plainly belongs 
to the Profeſſion of the Law. I do not ſay this to re- 
proach thoſe who led the way to this Abuſe; it was very 
natural in a loyal Clergy, who had ſeen both Church 
and State ruined together with their Prince in the Civil 
Wars, to which no Ferſons had contributed, more than 


— 
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* Syri & Aſiatici Græci l viſima genera hominum & ſervituti nata. Liv. 
1. 36. c. 17. Judzis & Syris, Nationibus natis ſervituti. Cic. de Prov. Conſul. 
c. 5. Dum Aſſyrios penes Medoſque & Perſas Oriens fuit, r jou fore 
vientinm. ' (Judzi) Tac. Hiſt. I. 5. c. 8. See Grot. de Fur. B. & P. |. 1. c. 3. 
20, — c. 4. 7. 5. 2 he * Quotes theſe and other Hogs. n to the fame 
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the ſeditious Preachers of thoſe Times, who proſtituted 
the moſt holy Religion to carry on the moſt wicked and 
unrighteous Deſigns ; it was very natural, I ſay, and very 
excuſeable in thoſe who had ſeen theſe Calamities, and 
had themſelves, in their Perſons or Relations, been great 
Sufferers, to run into the oppoſite Extreme, and think 
they could never go too far in preſſing the Duty of Obe- 
dience, to prevent a Relapſe into Principles that pro- 
duc'd ſo much Miſchief. But Experience has ſhewn, that 
Extreme alſo to have its Inconveniences, and that a Na- 
tion may be ruined by aſſerting to the Prince a Power 
unknown to the Laws, as well as to the People a lawleſs 
Liberty. And therefore it is no longer now excuſeable 
to continue in the ſame Miſtake, and to give this or any 
other Text ſuch an Interpretation, as is inconſiſtent with 
our Laws, and deſtroys our Conſtitution, and makes no 
Diſtinction between arbitrary Governments, and legal 


ones. 
The Law in all Governments is the Rule of the Sub- 


jets Obedience, and whatever Right that gives them, 


they loſe none of it by being Chhriſtians. This is a moſt 
undoubted Truth; and it is as certain, that as they loſe 
no Right, ſo they acquire none. As the firſt of theſe 


ought to be well conſidered by Governors, that they may 


not think Chriſtianity gives them a Right to enſlave or 


oppreſs a free People; ſo ought the other to be by Sub. 
jets, that they may not be ſeduced into Sedition and 


Rebellion, by cnthuſiaſtick Spirits, who think Dominion 
founded in Grace, and that they have a Right to demo- 


liſh any Government they don't like, to ſet up the King 
dom of Chriſt. This Nation, in the Compaſs of fifty 


Years, felt the Miſchief of both theſe Errors; and it is 


to be hoped, what we have ſuffered from the Madneſs of 


the People on one hand, and from the illegal and arbi- 
trary Attempts of the Government on the other, will 


make us wiſer for the future, and drea d thoſe fatal Ex- 


tremes, which have coſt ſo dear; or at leaſt, that Scrip- 
* ture 
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ture will be no more employ'd to countenance and juſtify 
the Injuſtice and Violence of either Side. 

Ihe Law muſt be the Rule to both, and where that 
is deficient, the Interpreters of it will have recourſe to the 

aw of Nature, and Nations, from which Chriſtianity 
in nothing derogates. By theſe Laws a Government has 
no more Right to inflict an unjuſt Puniſhment, than it 
has to command. an unjuft Action; nor any Power to 
deſtroy the Rights of a free People; which would little 
deſerve the Name of Rights, if there were in no caſe a 
Right to defend them. Nothing ſeems to be a mare cer- 
tain Truth, than that all Power is a Truſt, and a Truſt 
may be abuſed to that degree, as wholly to pervert and 
deſtroy the, Deſign of it; and when that is the caſe, tis 
to little purpoſe to tell a Nation, they are bound to abide 
by. it, and be paſſive under it. The great Argument 
againſt their Self-defence is, that it introduces Anarchy, 
which Government was intended to prevent: Which is 

very true; but it will be hard from thence to perſuade 
2 Nation, who ſee themſelves upon the Brink of Ruin 
from the Oppreſſion of their Governors, that it is not 
more eligible to risk the Inconveniences of a ſhort Anar- 
chy, than paticntly ſubmit, and by their Submiſſion entail 
certain Slavery on themſelves and their Poſterity, No ci- 
vilized Nations have ever acted ſuch a Part, and from 
thence it may well be preſum'd, never will. But this 

wes no Right to private Subjects to diſturb the publick 
4 and have recourſe to Arms, becauſe they think 
themſelves, injured, or perhaps really are. Legal Reme- 
dies they may endcayour, but if ſuch cannot be had, they 
ought for their own Sakes, and the Sake of the Publick, 
whoſe Welfare they are bound to ſupport, of two Evils 
to chuſe the leaſt; and if they do not, will, tis more than 
probable, pay dearly for it, and loſe their Lives in an ig- 
nominious Death, by taking irregular Methods to preſerve, 
or recover, ſomething of little Value in Compariſon of 
what they arc like to loſe for it. 


Indeed 
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Indeed the Advantages under almoſt any Government 
are ſo many, and the deſigned Injuries private Men re- 
ceive from it are ſo few, that Obedience and a quiet Sub- 
miſſion is in the general due from them to all Gover- 
nors ; who are preſum'd to intend the Good of the Peo- 
ple, and not knowingly or willingly to invade or violate 
their Rights. And when they do ſo, it muſt be to a very 
great degree, and the Grievance muſt be general, the Fun- 
damentals of Government muſt be obſtinately invaded, 
before it can be more eligible upon the whole to oppoſe 
ſuch Violence by Force, rather than ſubmit to it; and 
whocver thinks otherwiſe, and acts accordingly, will be 
adjudged by the major part, who do not think with him, 
to be in the wrong, and what he perhaps calls Zeal for 
the Conſtitution, will undergo the Puniſhment and In- 
famy of Rebellion. But this, as I have ſaid, is a Point 
the New Teſtament meddles not with, it preſcribes only 
for private Life, and teaches Men how to be wiſe to 
Salvation : It meddles not with civil Rights, nor with 
Matters of Government; it leaves all theſe things where 
it found them, and takes notice of Governors no other- 


wiſe, than to put Chriſtians in mind of their Duty to 


them; from which they are by their Religion in no de- 
gree exempted or diſpenſed with, and by that means to 
remove the greateſt and moſt fatal Prejudice that the 
then Governors could have to them. | 
Having thus ſet this Text, and the ſeveral Parts of it, 
in the cleareſt Light I can, and ſhewn what I take to be 
the juſt and only true Meaning of it, I ſhould now come 
to the Application I propoſed to make of it to our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, but I muſt leave that to another Op- 


portunity. 


Now to God the Father, with the Son, and Holy 
Spirit, &C. | 
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J Take the Advantage of a ſpare Page to give the Reader a 
remarkable Paſſage from, Sleidan's Commentaries concern- 
ing the Sentiments of the Great Luther upon the Subject of 
KReſiſtance The firſt Reformers, to avoid the Imputation of 
Sedition for their Oppoſition to the Papal Power, and to pro- 
cure to themſelves the Protection of the Civil Power againſt 
it, were very zealous in aſſerting the Rights of Princes, and 
Carried the Duty of Submiſion to the greateſt Height; in 
which none went farther than ZLyther himſelf, in a Piece he 
Wrote in 1 Ear? on occaſion of the Ruſtic War; but in 1531. 
When the Princes who favoured the Reformation, found it ne- 
ceſſary for their Defence to form the Smalcaldic League, in a 
Conſultation of Lawyers and Divines, he owned himſelf con- 
vinced, that Refiffance was lawful in ſome Caſes. Sleidan's 
Words, 1.8. are theſe, Prius quam fedus iniretur, in conſilium 
edbibiti fuerunt non jure conſulti modd, ſed theologi quogue. Lu- 
therus autem ſemper docuerat, magiſtratui non eſſe reſiſtendum, & 
extabat ejus hac de re libellus: Cum autem in hac deliberatione pe- 
riti juris docerent legibus eſſe permiſſum, reſiſtere nunnunguam, & 
nunc in eum caſum, de quo leges inter alia mentionem faciant, rem 
oe deductam oftenderent, Lutherus ingenuè profitetur, ſe neſciviſſe 

oc licere Et quia leges politicas evanzenum non impugnel ai ace 
teat, uti ſemper docuerit, deinde, quoniam hoc tempore tam dubio 
tanque formidoloſo multa poſſint accidere, fic ut non modo jus ipſum, 
{ea conſcientiæ quoque vis atque neceſſitas arma nobis porrigat, de- 
Fenſſonis cauſa fedus iniri poſſe dicit, five Cæſar ipſe, five quis 
alius fort? bellum ejus nomine faciat. The Example of the 
Mactabees was too illuſtrious, to think it could be forgotten 
on ſuch an Occaſion ; whoſe ConduEt in throwing off the op- 
preſſive Government of Antiochus Epiphanes, is never cenſured 
or condemned by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, but rather ſeems to be 
commended and approved, Heb. xi. 34, Cc. as well as in the 
Books of the — and other Jewiſh Writings as affording 
many glorious Inſtances of the Power of Faith. For fince ſome 
of the Characters agree to none more than them, and ſome 
ſolely. to them, there can be no good Reaſon to think the 
Writer had not them in his View, as well as other of the an- 
tient Worthies; eſpecially ſince in this whole Paſſage he ſeems 
to have had his Eye fixed on the 24 Chapter of the 1ſt Book 


of their Hiſtory. 
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Let every Soul be ſubjeft unto the higher Powers. 
For there is no Power but of God : The Pow- 
ers that be, are ordained of God. 

Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, * 72 

eth the Ordinance of God: and they that 


reſet, ſhall recezve to themſelves Damna- | 


tion. 


Hax ſhown in the Explication IJ have given 
älÄMqù of theſe Words, that the Duty of Obedience 
to the Magiſtrate is by St. Paul founded in the 
divine Right of Government, and that there 

is no Power or Government but from God, 
and that the ſeveral Powers or Governments that be, that 
4s, that arc in being, are ordained of God; and that this 
is not any new Doctrine, peculiar to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, much leſs to any one Teacher of it, but has always 
been the Senſe of the wiſeſt Men in all Nations, both 
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Jeus and Gentiles, who have all acknowledged the Ori- 
ginal of Government to be divine; which is indeed the 
Voice of Nature, and from thence came to be the Senſe 
of all Nations. Nor did they think that Governments 
had their Original only from God; in the whole Courſe 
and Progreſs of them they were univerſally thought to be 
the particular Object of his Providence; that he always 
rules in the Kingdoms of Men, and diſpoſes of them as 
he will. For as all Nations have acknowledged an over- 
ruling Providence, ſo they ſaw nothing ſo worthy of its 
Care as Government, ſince the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind depends upon it, and can't be maintained with- 
out it. The Reaſons which convinced them that Govern- 
ment was of divine Inſtitution, the ſame Reaſons proy'd 
with equal Force, that the Diſpoſition of particular Go- 
vernments was alſo in God; and that therefore, as there is 
10 Power but of God, ſo the Powers any where; and at 
any time in Being, arc ordained by him. From whence 
it neceſſarily follows, that all Perſons are obliged to yield 
Subjection and Obedience to the Governments they live 
under for Conſcience ſake, as they would not be guilty of 
fighting againſt God, as well as Man, and reſiſting the 
divine Will. 

And this I have ſhewn was the ſingle Point St. Paul 
was concerned to prove; he was not arguing with Perſons, 
who owned the Authority of the Roman Government, 
and excepted only to the Perſon governing, cither as to 


the Legality of his Title, or the Equity and Juſtice of 


his Adminiſtration ; but with thoſe who aſſerted to them- 
ſelves a Liberty and Exemption from that Government 
in general; in whatever Hands, and however adminiſtred. 
His Deſign was to oppoſe the wild Opinions of the Fol- 
lowers of Judas of Calilee, (which had very probably in- 
fected many Jewiſh Chriſtians alſo,) who maintained it to 
be unlawful and ſinful in the Sight of God to acknow- 
ledge any Government, or to receive any Perſon for their 
Lord, but God himſelf. For theſe. Men did not except 


againf 
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againſt Obedienee to one Emperor rather than another, 
becauſe this governed better, or had a better Title; for 
that Se& began in the Reign of Auguſtus, who was one 
of the beſt Emperors the Roman Government was ever 
bleſt with ; but they would no more ſubmit to him, than 
to Caligula or Nero, who were ſome of the worſt: Nor 
did they except againſt the Title of Auguſtus, becauſe his 


Power was raiſed upon the Ruins of the Commonwealth, 


and the Liberty of the People. Had the Taxation that 
gave Occaſion to this new Set, been made before that 
Change in the Roman Government, the ſame mad Zeal 
for Liberty would have carried theſe Men into the avow- 
ing of the ſame Principles; and they would no more have 
ſubmitted to the Power of the Senate, than they did to 
that of the Emperor. Now in Oppoſition to the extra- 
vagant Opinions and Practices of ſuch Men, the Apoſtle 
declares that all Governments are of God, and therefore 
all Perſons obliged to ſubmit to them; and that they 
who will not, ought to look on what they ſuffer for their 
Diſobedience, as the juſt Puniſhment of God himſelf upon 
them, tho' inflicted by the Hand of Men. | 

This I have ſhewn at large to be the Meaning of this 
Text by a particular and diſtin Explication of every 
part of it. I come now to conſider the Application of 
it to our ſelyes, and ſhall from thence endeavour to con- 
vince you of the Sin and Folly of thoſe Plots and Con- 
ſpiracies that haye been form'd againſt the preſent Govern- 
ment, not only to diſturb its Peace, but in order to a to- 
tal Subverſion of it; which the more you are convinced 
of, the more careful will you be, not to be ſeduced by 
factious Men into Attempts, which can probably end in 
nothing but in bringing down the divine Vengeance on 
your ſelves, as they would Devaſtation and Deſtruction 


on your Country, and on every thing that is dear to you, 


ſhould they ſucceed.” Now if the Powers that be, that 
is, that are at any time in Being, are ordained of God, 
then the preſent Government of this Nation is his Ordi- 
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nance, as truly as any othet. For the Apoſtie's 'Aﬀſer- 
tion, I have ſhewn, is general, not confined to Time or 
Place, it being not peculiar to himſelf, and to the then 
State of Things, but the Voice of Nature, and the Senſe 
of all Nations. From whence it follows that the AC 
ſettion is as true now as it Was then, and conſequently e 
Duty built on it of univetſal and: perpetual Obligation 

And therefore in virtue of what is here enjoined, Obe. 
dience is due by divine Right, as well as by the Laws of 
25 Land, to the preſene Government n in this 

ingdom. | 


Indeed whoever conſiders in what manner the Crown 
was ſettled on the Family of his preſent Majeſty, with 
how much Deliberation, with how free a Conſent of the 
States of the Kingdom, and with how chearful and uni- 
verſal an Approbation in the Body of the People of what 
their Repreſentatives had done; whoever. conſiders how 
folemnly his Majeſty's Title has boen recognized in Par- 
tiamcat; how much was donc to fecurc the Succeſſion 
to him in the laſt Reign, when the Nation enjoyed the 
moſt perfed Tranquillity at Home, and was in the greateft 
Glory by the Sacceſs of its Arms abroad; whoever, 1 ſay, 
conſiders impartially, in what manner the Crown was 
ſettled on the King and his Family, and compares it with 
the manner in which moſt Governments have been begun, 
or ' with thoſe Interruptions and Alterations that have 
happened in them, to which the Powers now governing 
ove their Titles, will fec abundant Reaſon to own, that 
the preſent Government is in a more particular manner 
the Ordinance of God.: Since it is impoſſible to conceive 

a Settlement more peaceably, mote deliberately, more 
breely made, or upon greater Neceſſity, or more univer- 
fally approved; a Settlement not only acquieſc'd in by the 
People, but made by their own free Choice, and acknow- 
ledged by all other Nations in Alliince with us. If this 
be Bo the Work of God, no Man living will be able 
0 e What is. 
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But if the preſent Government had none of theſe Ad- 
vantages that ſo eminently 1 it from others, 
conſidered only upon the ſame foot th = are, tis as truly 
as any of them, the Ordinance of God; there is nothing 
to exclude it from any T. colt that ſort, the 
other Governments of the World are entitled to. For 
the Goſpel, as I have ohſeryed before, docs not concern 
it ſelf with the Titles of Princes; whoeycr are in quiet 
Foſſe ſſion of 2 Government, and are acknowledged and 
ſubmitted to by the Body of the People, there is no 
room for refuſing Submiſſion to ſuch Governors, upon 
—_ ence of .a diſputed Title, from this or any Text in 

Dog ik And therefore all Perſons, if we will hear 
aul, are obliged in Conſcience to ſubmit to the pre- 
Po Edabliſhmcns with .duc Allowance to the Scruples 
of thoſe, who think themſelves precluded by their own 
voluntary Ad, and in virtue of the Oaths it found 
them under. A great deal might be ſaid to ſhew the 
Invalidity of ſuch Obligations in ſuch a Caſe as this; 
ſince thereby they bind themſelves againſt God as well as 
Man, and deny his Right to diſpoſe of Kingdoms a he will, 
whole ſole Prerogative it is. But not to enter into that 
Diſpute, which affects but a very ſmall Number; how- 
ever they may ſcruple the Acknowledgment of another 
Perſon to be their 7194:ful and lawful Prince, yet even 


. theſe Perſons muſt acknowledge themſelves obliged to a 


quiet and peaccable Submiſſion to the Powers now ſet 
over them, in return for the Protection they enjoy from 
them. And they who will not forbear entring into Mea- 
ſures to diſturb, or ſubvert the Government, or will not 
give all reaſonable Security of a peaccable Behaviour, can 
with no reaſon expect to enjoy the Benefits of it in com- 
mon with their fellow Subjeds; or complain, if the Go- 
vernment ſhould think fit to take the propereſt Meaſures 
to ſecure it ſelf againſt them. For whether Obedience be 
due or not, to a Government when it ceaſes to protect 
Vun no body ever doubted but Protection on the part 
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of the Prince, gave him a Right to the Obedience of 
the Peoplc. | 4 
But to leave theſe Men, who are now very few, and 
who may perhaps, moſt of them, be preſumed to act upon 
a Principle of Conſcience, and have not by a turbulent 
Behaviour provoked the Government againſt them; tis 
inconceiveable, how thoſe who never acknowledged any 
other Prince, nor were ever under any perſonal Ties or 
Oaths whatever; who were cither unborn, or but Chil- 
dren at the Revolution; it is not, I ſay, conceiveable, how 
they can plead Conſcience for refuſing Obedience to the pre- 
ſent Government; much leſs, how they can juſtify even 
to themſelves the going into Plots and Conſpiracies againſt 
it, in breach of ſo clear a Command for all Perſons to 
be ſubject to the higher Powers. Senſible People will im- 
pute ſuch a Conduct to Party-Rage and Paſſion; to Re- 
ſentment and Diſcontent ; not to Conſcience and a ten- 
| der Regard to what they believe to be their Duty, where 
| there do not appear moſt evident Reaſons to the con- 
trary. And if ſuch Men feel from the Government a Se- 
verity proportioned to the Proyocation they give, they 
muſt blame themſelves, and not the Government, which 
has ſhewn an unparallel'd Tenderneſs and Indulgence to- 
wards them, and has uſed ſuch a'Connivance, as is hardly 
| conſiſtent with its own Safety and Defence. 
| But neither is it theſe Men I now addreſs to. My 
Buſineſs at preſent is with thoſe who have owned the pre- 
ſent Government, and by the moſt ſolemn Engagements 
| bound themſelves to be faithful and true to it; whom 
| therefore, if they act a falſe and perfidious part, all the 
| 


World muſt allow to be without Excuſe. For what is 
it can be ſaid for them? Have they Scruples about the 
Title by which his Majeſty holds the Crown? Why did 
| they by their Oaths acknowledge him to be their /awful 
| and rightful Governor? If it was lawful to take ſuch 4 
Oaths, it can't be lawful not to keep them; and all ſuch 5 

who act againſt the Government in direct Violation of 4 
them, F 
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them, add the Guilt of the blackeſt Perjury to the other 
Sins, ſuch Acts involve them in. Beſides the Oath of Al. 
legiance, by which they promiſe to be faithful and good 
Subjects to his preſent Majeſty, they do by another Oath 
acknowledge the Night to be in him, and ſolemnly de- 
clare they believe there is none in any other; and what 
is ſtill more material, they do therein promiſe ro defend 
the Crown as now ſettled, to the utmoſt of their Power, 
againſt all Perſons whatſoever: They do not oblige 
themſelves only to do nothing directly or indirectly 
to the Prejudice of the Government; they do not only 
engage not to enter into any Plots and Conſpitacies 
againſt it; but to diſcover any ſuch Deſigns, that they 
ſhall any way come to the Knowledge of, and give all 
the Aſſiſtance they can to preſerve and ſupport the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment againſt all who ſhall endeavour the 
Subverſion of it. And this they declare to be thcir Re- 
ſolution in the plain obvious Senſe of the Words, with- 
out any Equivocation or mental Reſervation, upon the 
Word and Faith of a Chriſtian. What can excuſe a Man 
who has thus bound himſelf, and yet acts the direct con- 
trary to every part of theſe Engagements? I have never 
heard of any Excuſe, but what is really an Aggravation 
of the Crime. 

They ſay, theſe Oaths were forced upon them, and 
that the Perjury therefore lies upon the Impoſers, and not 
on thoſe who take them. This is ſo vile a Principle, 
ſo impudent an Excuſe, that it unhinges all publick 
Faith at once, and ſhews thoſe that make it, devoid of 
all Morality, as well as of all Senſe of Shame. This is 
beyond any thing that Jeſuitiſim has produced; and makes 
the moſt ſolemn Ties that the Wiſdom of Man can in- 
vent, no Ties at all. How would the primitive Chri/?z- 
ans, how would our Forefathers in later Times have ab- 
horred ſuch monſtrous Prevarication in the Sight, and 
with the Name of God? Had they underſtood this Doc- 


trine, had they thought the leaſt degree of Inſincerity law- 
ful, 
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ful, they needed not have undergone thoſe cruel Perſecu- 
tions, which were inflicted on ſuch Numbers of them. 
They might have ſworn by the Genius of the Emperor, 
ot /arrificed, or complied with any other Teſt required 
of them, and have excuſed it from the Neceſſity there 
was of doing ſo to ſave themſelves, and have charged all 
the Sin of ſuch Facts upon the Impoſers. But they knew 
too well, how frivolous, how wicked, how exectable be- 
fore God ſuch a Defence would be ; they knew no Pre- 
tence of Force could excuſe an Act which they had it 
always in their Power to refuſe; and were fo far from 
thinking any thing they could ſuffer from Men, a Ne- 
ceſſity that would juſtify their acting againſt their Con- 
ſciences, that they looked on Death it ſelf in ſuch a Cauſe 
as a light Affliction. "O93 en ee <;! 
But I need not go back to ſuch remote Times, to 
ſhew how ſcandalous ſuch a Plea is; if our Predeceflors 
in either of the Popiſß Reigns, with which this Nation 
has been oppreſſed fince the Reformation, had been ao- 
quainted with this Doctrine, the Prozefant Religion had 
been long ſince deſtroyed by their Compliances to the 
Power of thoſe atbitrary Princes. But indeed Proteſtants 
have in all Counttics been & far from avowing ſo infa- 
mous a Principle, that even Papiſts have abhorred it: 
Even the Jeſuits, the great Cortupters of Morality, and 
of all Principles, have not dared openly to eſpouſe it. 
So that this Plea, inſtead of leſſening the Guilt of ſuch 
perjured Men, is really a vaſt Addition to it. And yet 
what elſe have they to ſay in their Defence? For they 
renounce all Right to Re/e/tanre upon pretence of Male- 
Adminiſtration; that is a Principle they always diſown, 
ard impute it as an impious Doctrine to thoſe that differ 
from them. But whatever their Opinion be of the Na- 
ture and Meaſures of Obedience, admit they avowed the 
Principles they diſclaim, it would on this Occaſion do 
them no Service. For whatever Right Male-Admini- 
{tration can give Subjects to oppoſe their Prince, there can 

be 
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be no ſuch Right exerciſed, where there is no ſuch Ad- 
miniſtration that oppreſſes them: Which God, be thanked, 
is our Caſe. 

_ *Tis our Happineſs to be under a Prince who has no 
Intereſt ſeparate from that of his People, who makes the 
known Laws the Rule and Meaſure of his Government, 
who knows no Greatneſs but in the Proſperity of his 
Subjects, and who is perfectly free from thoſe turbulent 
Paſſions that give ſo much Diſturbance to the World, by 
which the Peace and Quiet, the Rights, and Liberties and 
Properties, the Religion and Conſcience of Mankind are 
facrificed to the Luſts and Humours of a few. A Prince, 
who, during the courſe of his Reign, has been fo far from 
ſtretching the Prerogative of the Crown, or from the 
leaſt Attempt upon our Libertics, that he has voluntarily 
offered to part with a very conſiderable Branch of his own 
Power, if his People thought it would more effectually 
ſecure their Liberties: In a word, we arc happy in a Prince 
who is ſo far from affecting arbitrary Sway in a legal and 
limited Government, that he would not uſe ſuch a Power 
where he might rightfully have done it: He governed his 
hereditary Dominions with as much Equity and Juſtice, 
as if he had been tied up by the ſtricteſt and ſevereſt Laws. 
So that there is not the leaſt Pretence for Diſobedience in 
the Subject under colour of any illegal Adminiſtration in 
the Prince. No Law for the Good of the People has 
been attempted to be repealed, or ſet aſide; no new ones 
offered to him have been refuſed; nor has any diſpenſing 
Power been aſſumed, or any thing done in any part of 


the Adminiſtration, that has not been with the Advice, 


or has not had the Approbation of Parliament. 

But this, I am ſenſible, inſtead of keeping theſe Men 
in their Obedience, is that which at preſent is the chief 
Provocation to them to throw it off. They know 
nothing from within can deſtroy the preſent Eftabliſh- 
ment, ſo long as the King is ſupported by a dutiful and 
faithful Parliament ; and ſuch an one, yery much contrary 
to 
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to their Hopes, they ſce the Kingdom again happy in. 
This has made them precipitate themſelves into the moſt 
deſperate Meaſures, to prevent if poſſible their meeting. 
However feaſible a Rebellion may be againſt: a Prince 
who. ſtands alone, unſupported by a Parliament, or di- 
ſtreſſed by a diſaffected and diſloyal one, there is little 
Hopes ſuch Attempts can ſucceed againſt the united Power 
of both, which puts the King in Poſſeſſion of all the 
Wealth and Strength of his People, ſo far as the Defence 
of his Perſon and Government ſhall make it neceſſary. 

But what leaves them till more without Excuſe, as 
Men of the moſt ſeditious Principles have no colour to 
complain of any illegal or arbitrary Proceedings, by which 
either their Religion or Liberties are endangered, under 
his Majeſty's juſt and mild Adminiſtration; ſo is there no 
room for any ſuch Jealouſies in the Proſpect they have 
of thoſe who ſhall ſucceed him. No Apprehenſions of 
that kind can have place, but where the reigning Prince 
wants a Son, or has ſuch an one that it had been better 
for the Nation he had been without one, either from his 
wanting the Virtues requiſite to make a good Governor, 
or from his being ill affected to the national Religion, or 
in Danger of being perverted from it by a Princeſs in his 
Boſom bred in Popiſh Superſtition, or, laſtly, that he is 
without hopes of Iſſue by her; which in courſe plays the 
Succeſſion into Popiſh Hands, who in view of it will 
always be giving us Diſturbances, and concerting the belt 
Meaſures, that they may not be diſappointed. But tis 
our Happineſs under the preſent Eſtabliſhment to be free 
from all the uneaſy Apprehenſions that any of theſe Caſes 
could create to make us fear that the Tranquillity and 
Safety we now enjoy, will not be laſting. 

God has given his Majeſty a Son, adorned with all 
the Qualities that are requiſite to make a great Prince, 
and a happy People; who is full of Honour and Inte- 
grity, and abhors nothing ſo much as Falſhood and In- 
juſtice z who is eminent for Fortitude and Temperance ; 
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who is well affected to the eſtabliſhed Religion; who has 
nothing foreign in him but his Birth, and is remarkable 
for his Eſteem and Love of Engliſimen; in a word, who 
treads in the Steps, and inherits the Virtues of his royal 
Father. And which is till a greater Security to our fu- 
ture Happineſs, his Royal Highneſs wants not (ſuch was 
his Father's Care) a Conſort worthy of himſelf, who is 
diſtinguiſhed by all the amiable Qualities, that arc the Or- 
nament and Glory of her Sex; who ſhines in every Re- 
lation of Life an exemplary Pattern, unſullied by any 
Blemiſh, of any ſort; and who, to complete her Cha- 
racer, is ſo good a Proteſtant, and ſo truly an Enemy 
to the Superſtition and Tyranny of Popery, that as the 
Splendor and Pageantry of it could not allure her, fo 
neither could the Title of one Crown, and the Proſpect 
of another tempt her, to renounce or to diſſemble the Re- 
ligion, which an excellent Underſtanding and well in- 
formed Conſcience had approved: So that our Religion 
is perfectly ſafe on that ſide, from whence our greateſt 
Apprehenſions of Popery have formerly come. But that 
is not all the Happineſs we have in view; we are not 
only happy in the perſonal Virtues of their Royal High- 
neſſes; they have bleſt the Royal Family, and in that the 
Nation, with a numerous and beautiful Iſſue of the 
greateſt Hopes, who are the Love and Delight of this 
Age, and will be the Support and Glory of the next. 
This is the King, this the Family, theſe wicked Men 
would depoſe, and ſet aſide; (I might ſay murder and 
aſſaſſinate ; for it is known that even ſuch villainous Mea- 
ſures have not been diſdained) a Family from whence 
there is all the Hopes of a Succeſſion of national Bleſ- 
ſings for Ages to come, that could be deſired, and far be- 

yond what this Nation in almoſt any Age has ſeen. 
So that they who would overturn this Government, 
have no Pretence at preſent or in Proſpect for it, but 
what in truth ſhould be a Reaſon to them for not at- 
tempting it, So deyoid are 22 of any real and juſtifia- 
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ble Cauſes for going into ſuch Meaſures, and breaking 
thro' thoſe Obligations to Obedience, with which both by 
the Laws of God and Man they are fo ſtrictly bound. 

And this may ſhew both the Sin and Folly of ſuch 
Attempts. But the Monſtrouſneſs of both will more fully 
appear, if we take a nearer View, either of the End they 
aim at, or the Means by which they hope to compaſs it. 
Whom they are to depoſe, what Family they are to ſet 
aſide, we have already ſeen, a Family from which we 
may promiſe our ſelves a conſtant Succeſſion of all the 
Bleſſings a Nation can enjoy, and which deſeryes well to 
be conſidered, the only Family that can derive theſe 
Bleſſings to us. So that if theſe Men could ſucceed in 
their Deſigns, it would not be to exchange one Prince, 
or one Family, for another, who would make us, if not 
more happy, at leaſt as much ſo as we are already : Tho' 
even ſuch a Deſign would be extremely wicked and ab- 
ſurd, yet it were well for us, if that could be hoped for 
from the preſent Conſpiracy, not to be put by it into 
| a worſe Condition than we were before. But what 
makes their Attempt infinitely more inexcuſable, it is to 
place a Popiſh Pretender upon the Throne of theſe King- 
doms, and to entail on the Nation thoſe Miſeries, which 
they have been at the greateſt Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure to ſecure themſelves againſt. 

Popery in the Throne, is an Expreſſion that carries in 
it every thing that can be terrible to Proteſtants and 
Engliſhmen ; and yet it does not expreſs half the Miſe- 
ries, that in the preſent Circumſtances it would bring upon 
us. Popery in its beſt Shape, and mildeſt Form, is very 
dreadful to a Proteſtant People: What then will it be, 
when it comes upon us armd with all the Rage that 
Hunger, and Revenge, and Deſpair, can inſpire into. it? 
What Bounds can be ſet, what Temper or Moderation 
can be expected upon the return of a Superſtition, whoſe 
Mercies are cruel, after an Exile of ſo many Years > What 
Juſtice, what Equity can this Nation hope for from an in- 
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ſulting Enemy, fluſh'd with Succeſs, after ſo many cruel 
Diſappointments; and whoſe inbred Hatred to us, has fo 
many ways been more and more heightned and inflamed ? 
Can Popery, that could not ſpare us, nor keep any Terms 
or Faith with us, when it reigned in a Prince of other- 
wiſe no ill Qualities, and who had the greateſt Obligati- 
ons to the Nation for their Fidelity and Attachment to 
him; could Popery be falſe, and cruel, and inſupporta- 
ble to us, in the Breaſt of ſuch a Prince; and can we 
hope for any other Uſage from it, than what is dictated 
by Hatred and Revenge, when the ſame Superſtition has 
it again in its Power to trample on us, in the Hands of 
one, who is not only a Stranger to our Conſtitution, and 
without all Obligations to the Nation, but who has been 
bred in the greateſt Averſion to it, and who may be pre- 
ſumed to have been taught no one thing ſo much, as 
how to take an ample Revenge of it for the Excluſion 
of him, and effectually to ſubdue all future Oppoſition, 
to whatever his Reſentment or Religion can prompt him 
to Attempt ? 

Nothing can be conceived fo terrible to this Nation, 
fo deſtructive of its Religion and Liberties, as to place 
Popery, thus enraged, in the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. 
And yet this is the noble End propoſed by the preſent 
Conſpiracy : Tis not to ſecure our Laws, or Religion, 
or Libertics, but moſt effectually to deſtroy them, and en- 
ſlave us to the worſt of Governments, to a "Tyranny ſpi- 
ritual as well as civil. For to do them Juſtice, they 
do not pretend, the Prince they would impoſe on 
us, is a Proteſtant, or inclined to fayour our Religion, 
or that he has promiſed to ſupport it; no, on the con- 
trary they confeſs, he is a moſt zealous Papiſt, and that 
none of thoſe who undertook his Converſton, have been 
able to make the leaſt Impreſſion on him. They have 
indeed endeayoured to amuſe the Country in ſome Places 
with the Hopes of ſecuring their Religion, by pretending 
they do not deſign to bring in the Pretender, but his 
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Son, a Child not two Years old. A hopeful Scheme! 
But can any body that thinks believe them? Can it be 
thought that the Pretender would be fo contented? Can 
it be believed, that if the Son were once here, the Fa- 
ther would not ſoon follow? What ſhould hinder it, if 
the Family now reigning were removed? Or is it poſſi- 
ble this Nation in ſuch Circumſtances can ſubſiſt under 
a long Regency? Who ſhall prevent Factions among 
themſelves, who ſhall ſupply the Vacancies that happen 
in them, or who ſhall at firſt name them? And if the 
Child they are Regents for, ſhould die, as all Children 
are ſubject to a thouſand Accidents, what muſt the Na- 
tion do then? Muſt they then call in the Pretender him- 
ſelf, or muſt he needs have another Son for us? Or ſhall 
we return to the Family they would expel? This is all fo 
impracticable, that they muſt be very ignorant indeed that 
can be thus impoſed on. If this Family be ſet aſide, 
we muſt have Popery or nothing, bare-faced Popery, in 
the moſt frightful Circumſtances it can poſſibly be attend- 
ed with. Men muſt have a very good Opinion of them- 
ſelves, or a very mean one of their fellow Subjects, if 
they think the Generality of the Nation can be wrought 
on to engage in, or fayour ſuch a wicked and ruinous 
Deſign, in which it is impoſſible to hope for any Good, 
or the Abſence of any one Evil, that can concur to make 
a Nation compleatly miſerable. 

But let us now take a View of the Means that are to 
bring about this great Deſign, and we ſhill find the End 
and the Means juſt of a piece, equally wicked and abſurd. 
They are to entail Slavery upon the Nation for all Time 
to come, by involving it at preſent in all the Calamities 
that an unnatural Rebellion can bring upon it. They 
will not indeed own this, and are in Appearance ſo ſan- 
guine as to tell People, they can bring about this glori- 
ous End without any Effuſion of Blood; but how can 
we believe them? Why they tell us, the Revolution was 
ſo brought about. Vain Men! Becauſe the Revolution 
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by the wonderful Providence of God on the Meaſures 
of the late King, concerted with the greateſt Wiſdom, and 
for the beſt of Cauſes, to ſave the Religion and Liberties of 
the Nation, when in the moſt imminent Danger, and 
upon the Brink of Ruin; becauſe this Revolution was 
ſo happily effected, therefore they think they may hope 
for the ſame Succeſs in the Proſecution of the moſt 
unjuſt and wicked Enterprize: As if becauſe God won- 
derfully bleſt a Deſign to ſave our Religion and Liber- 
ties, therefore he will as wonderfully proſper one deſign'd 
for the certain Ruin of them. But without conſidering 
God's more immediate Providence in bringing about the 


Revolution, had that unhappy Prince, who was driving 


ſo faſt to ſettle Popery in this Nation, had he a Parlia- 
ment willing and ready to aſſiſt him, in that ruinous En- 
terprize? Were cither the Nobility, or Gentry, or Clergy, 
engaged in thoſe Intereſts? Had he any Wealth or 
Strength of his own, in any other Country to ſupport 
him? Had he an Army to depend on, that either would, 
or could lawfully. defend him in his Invaſions on the Con- 
ſtitution? Were there nothing elſe, theſe Conſiderations 
alone are ſufficient to ſhew, that the preſent Conſpira- 
tors have no room to hope for the ſame Succeſs as hap- 
pened then. 


But the Vanity and Emptineſs of ſuch Hopes will better 


appear, if we compare what was attempted then, with what 
is attempted now. There was a wiſe and great Prince at 
the Head of the Deſign, that brought about the Revo/n- 


tion, (ſupported by a good Body of Troops, ſtrengthned 


by many and powerful Alliances, famed for his Virtue and 
Courage, for his Love of Liberty and Zcal for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, perſonally known and belov'd by the 
beſt of the Nobility and Gentry of the Nation, and mar- 
ricd to a Princeſs, who was next in Succeſſion to the 
Crown, and entirely poſſeſsd of the Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions of the People. A Deſign thus conducied, in ſuch 
Hands, ſo ſupported, and in Defence of ſo good a Cauſe, 

did 
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did ſucceed beyond all Expectation; therefore therefore 
what? Why therefore, a wicked Conſpiracy, to ſerve the 
worſt of Cauſes, unſupported by any real Strength either 
at Home or Abroad, eſpouſed by no Prince, deteſted by 
the main Body of the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, 
and which will doubtleſs appear to be ſo by the People 
alſo, when their Apprehenſions of Popery ſhall bring 
them to their Senſes again, and they ſhall be convinced 
theſe Deſigns of their Enemies are real; ſuch a Conſpi— 
racy, in ſuch unpromiſing Circumſtances, muſt ſucceed, 
as wonderfully, as the Revolution did! How much more 
Reaſon have the Conſpirators, and thoſe that wiſh well 
to them, to apprchend that their preſent Attempt will 
ſucceed no better than other Plots uſually do, of which 
ſcarce one in a thouſand takes effect! How vainly have 
they ever ſince the Revolution kept up the Hopes of theit 


Party, with ridiculous Expectations of a Change from 


ſome new Project, that could not miſcarry ? Scarce a 
Year has paſled, in which they have not vainly flatter'd 
themſelves with ſuch Deluſions. But can they ſo ſoon 
forget the laſt Rebellion? Or have they any reaſonable 
Ground to hope they ſhall ſucceed better now? Yes, the 
Experience of that has made them wiſer; they can take 
their Meaſures better now, and prevent the fatal Miſcar- 
riages that happened then. Then they began their Work 
in the remoter Parts of the Kingdom, which gave the 
Government time to provide againſt them, and take thoſe 
Meaſures that ſoon put an end to that good Deſign. But 
that the like Diſaſter might not again happen, they re- 
ſolved now to begin their Play in the Center of the 
Kingdom, and to ſtrike their Blow home at once. Lon- 
don is to be the Scene; the Tower, the City, the Bank, 
the Miniſters, the General, the Prince, the King, are all 
to be ſeized at once. And if this firſt Stroke could ſuc- 
ceed, they had then a ſure Game; Inſurrections were 
immediately to break out in all Parts, and the whole 


Kingdom, they were-confident, would follow the Fate of 
the Capital, and be their own. 
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But do theſe Men really think, ſuch Plots are ſo eaſily 
exccuted ? Can ſuch Deſigns be formed without many 
being privy to them? Or can they conſiſtently with that, 
hope for ſuch a Secrecy, as is neceſſary ? If the chief Ope- 
rators may be confided in, can the inferior Tools be truſt- 
ed? The Directors may perhaps have Art enough to ſe- 
cure themſelves from Conviction, but tis morally impoſſible 
to ſecure their Plot from a Diſcovery. But if they could, 
could they flatter themſelves, that a Scheme conſiſting 
of ſo many Parts would ſucceed, when a ſmall Miſcar- 
riage, or Delay, in any one Part, would endanger the 
whole? Do they think the King's perſonal Intereſt in the 
Nation to be ſo little, or Men's Concern for their Re: 
ligion and Liberties to be ſo languid, and remiſs? Do they 
think the Men of Fortune and Eſtate, who have been al- 
ways in the Proteſtant Intereſt, ſo devoid of Zeal or 
Strength, that a Nation can in an inſtant be over-run by 
a few diſcontented, ambitious Men, who mean nothing 
but their own private Ends, or to repair their broken 
Fortunes? Who have nothing to recommend them to the 

Affection or Eſteem of the Nation, at leaſt, not prefe- 
rably to others of their own Rank; and who have no- 
thing elſe to depend on to ſupport them in their wicked 

Enterprize, but the Diſaffection of the meaneſt of the 

People, and of ſuch as have ruined themſelves in the late 

general Calamity? Which, tho' it happened in his Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, can't with any Juſtice be imputed to him, 

and might as well have happened in the Reign of any 1 

other Prince; being in truth little other than an epidemr- 
cal, or national Madneſs, which we greedily ran into 
after the Example of a neighbour Nation; which in rea- 
ſon ſhould have been not an Example, but a Warning to 
us, nat to tread in the ſame Steps. Is it imaginable, a Na- 
tion can ſo eaſily be overturned by a Handful of factious 

Men, deſtitute of foreign Help, and depending only on 

ſuch a Diſaffection, as could laſt no longer, than till the 

People could be diſabuſed! bel blue gie 
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to. Tas for this ſuch a Clamour was raiſed againſt the 
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The moſt probable Iſſue of their Conſpiracy, humanly 
ſpeaking, would have been the ſame, as it was before: 
The utmoſt Succeſs they could reaſonably hope for, muſt 
have been the involving of the Nation in a long civil War; 
which is ſo dreadful a Scene, a Scene of fo much Horrour 
and Confuſion, that nothing can make the Thought of it 
tolcrable, but the abſolute Ruin of the Nation, without 
the running of ſuch a Risk to ſave it. Could I infuſe 
into you a ſhort View of the late Civil War, with 
which this Nation was ſo long diſtracted; were it poſſi- 
ble for you to have but for one Hour a full and lively 
Senſe of that infinite Variety of Miſeries this Kingdom 
then ſuffered, there would need no other Argument ro 
fill you with a juſt Abhorrence of all ſuch Attempts, as 
muſt probably involve you in the ſame Calamities. But 
could the Conſpirators be as fortunate as they wiſh to be, 
you have ſeen what it is their Deſign is to end in, in en- 
railing Popery and Savery upon a Proteſtant and free 
| x the Diſaffection of the People is the chief Strength 
they have to depend on, ſo it muſt be confeſsd they 
have not been wanting in their Endeavours to ſecure that. 
Hence have proceeded that Swarm of virulent and trea- 
ſonable Libels; that have of late filled all Places; which 
both for their Number and their Malice have exceeded all 
that this Kingdom in peaceable Times hath ever ſeen. 
At the Time indeed they were thought to be calculated 
only to influence the Elections then approaching; but the 
Event has -ſhewn, the Deſign was deeper laid, and that 
nothing leſs was meant than a total Subverſion of the 
Government; which theſe Libels were to pave the 


Quarantain Bill, and the Minds of the People terrified 
with ſucli groundleſs Fears. This Bill, the Conſpirators 
feared, would draw all the Forces of the Kingdom to the 
Neighbourhood of London, which was the moſt fatal 


thing could happen for a Plot, of which London was to 
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be the Scene. For this all the Arts of Calumny arid 


Defamation were with incredible Induſtry employed, to 
aſperſe the Government, and render every Part of the 
Adminiſtration odious and contemptible, in hopes the 
People would be ſo far infatuated as to join with the Con- 
ſpirators, or ſit (till at leaſt, and not be active in oppoſing 
them. It was for this the Hanover Succeſſion was in fo 
impudent a manner vilified and expoſed; for this, the 
Royal Family, every Branch of it, even the King him- 
ſelf, was traduced with ſo much Virulence: And a wile, 
juſt, and merciful Prince, deſcended from the nobleſt 
Blood in Europe, and no way degenerating from the Vir- 
tues of his Anceſtors, was repreſented in the falſeſt and 
blackeſt Colours, as devoid of all Virtue and Honour, 
inglorious both in himſelf and Family. 

Such Ufage would have provoked moſt Princes to the 
ſevereſt Reſentments; and nothing ſeems to have reſtrain- 
ed all Appearance of any in his Majeſty, ſo much as the 
Conſciouſneſs of his -own Virtue, and that Greatneſs of 
Mind, which makes him as inſenſible of Calumny, as he 
is fearleſs of Danger. But the leſs Reſentment he ſhews 
himſelf at ſuch Uſage, the greater Indignation ſhould it 
raiſc in the Breaſts of all good Subjects; who ſhould no 
more patiently ſuffer ſuch Injuries done to their Prince, 
than to themſelves. Men of the moſt moderate Under- 
ftandings may be ſure thoſe Charges are falſe, which can't 
be true without ſuppoſing their Prince a much worſe Man 
than any of them would be willing to be thought them- 
ſelyes. In general, whatever Imputation can't be true of 
Perſons, without their being a great deal worſe Men than 
we before took them to be, we ſhould always preſume is 


falſe, till we are very well aſſured it is not. This is a Ju- 


ſtice due to every private Man, much more to Princes, 
whoſe Characters, as well as Perſons, ought to be ſacred : 
and no Man can be a good Subject, that does not pre- 
ſerve that Reverence and Honour for them: Much leſs 
can it conſiſt with our Duty to believe of them things 
| G 2 there 
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there is not the leaſt colour for; things which are not only 
falſe, but very groſly ſo. And in this reſpect the Conſpirators 
have ſtrangely overſhot themſelves; they have not been 
content to aſperſe his Majeſty and his Government with- 
out the leaſt regard to Truth, but have done it in ſo out- 
ragious a manner, as deſtroys all kind of Probability; 
which People muſt be very ill Judges of, who can be- 
lieve the hundredth part of what theſe Men have told 
them. The Subverſion of the Government appearing 
now to have been the End which thoſe virulent Tongues 
and Pens were pointed at, that Conſideration.will, I hope, 
prevail with all honeſt Men for the future to be more than 
ordinarily careful how they give any Countenance or Cre- 
dit to, them, ſince they are ſo full of deadly Poiſon, and 
mean nothing leſs than the Deſtruction of that Eſtabliſh- 
ment from which our own Safety is inſeparable. 

| What has been aid, does, I hope, ſufficiently ſhew both 
the Sin and Folly of the preſent execrable Conſpiracy ; 
that the Sin of it is exceeding ſinful, and the Folly equal 
to the Sin. It propoſes to it ſelf the worſt of Ends, to 
be compaſſed by the moſt wicked of Means, and thoſe 
moſt unlikely to ſucceed. But ſome Men have ſo little 
Senſe of Religion, or of the Good of Socicty, or of the 
Happineſs of their Country, that ſuch Conſiderations will 
weigh little with them, if they do not find their own 
Account in it. They fooliſhly ſeparate things that are in- 
ſeparable, and don't care what becomes of the Publick, 
if they can reap any Adyantage to themſelves. Let us 
then go a little farther, and ſee what thoſe Advantages 


are that any Men can promiſe themſelves by favouring a 


Conſpiracy that is to end in the Subverſion of the Go- 
vernment. What is it they propole to get by it? Why, 
Trade is dead, and Taxes are heavy: Be it ſo, how will 
a Change of the Government mend Matters? Will the 
Farmer have better Crops, or will his Corn yield a bet- 
ter Price? Will the Mechanick, or Retailer, have a quicker 
Vent for their Warcs, or be able to ſell them at higher 


Rates, 


(530 


Rates? Or will Perſons of inferior Rank mend their 
Wages? Will the Clothier find a better Market, will the 
Merchant be able to take of him greater Quantities, or 
at a greater Price? In order to this he muſt have him- 
ſelf a greater Trade abroad: But how will a Change of 


Government effect that? Will it make foreign Countries 


lay down their own ManufaQtures, or will the Numbers 
of thoſe who take off our Goods increaſe, or will there 
be a greater Conſumption of them? Or docs any thing 
give Life to Trade, but the Exportations we make ? It 
Trade be in any Branch of it overſtocked, or Foreign- 
ers have found the way to ſerye themſelves with what 
they uſed to take from us, or whatever elſe occaſions 
Deadneſs of Trade, a Revolution in the Government 
can't poſſibly remove the Cauſe ; and therefore 'tis great 
Weakneſs in Men to fancy it will: Tho' by the way, 


the Complaint it (elf is at preſent groundleſs, the Demand 


of our Goods from abroad having for fome time been 
very great. Men ſhould not only conſider the Evils they 
feel, but look into the Cauſes of them, and then they 
will not impute thoſe things to the Government, which 
procced wholly from Cauſes that haye no relation to it, 
or which, all Circumſtances conſidered, could not be pre- 
vented. 

And as to Taxes, how do thoſe that complain of them, 
think a ſucceſsful. Conſpiracy would make them ealy ? 
Would they deſtroy publick Credit, and have ſuch a Num- 
ber of People ruined, as there muſt be by ſinking a Debt 
of fifty Millions? Which, if their Diſaffection did not 
. put the Government upon extraordinary Ex- 
pences, we ſhould ſoon ſee in a way of being paid. I doubt, 
they who would have ſo crying an Injuſtice committed to 


leſſen Taxes, have little Property of theic own to loſe. 


Or have they Land? I would ask them, how they would 
like to have that taken from them to the ſame Value; 
which might be done with equal juſtice. But whatever 
their Judgments, or rather Inclinations, are, they muſt 
give 
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give thoſe who have truſted the Government with their 


Fortunes for the Defence of the common Cauſe, leave to 
differ from them. And if their Properties are ſecured, 
Taxes muſt be continued. So that a Change of Govern- 
ment without a Change of Fuſtice alſo, will do them no 
Service. In truth, the Change the Conſpirators would 
make, could not leſſen either of theſe Grievances, but 
would neceſſarily increaſe both; it being impoſſible Trade 
can flouriſh under an arbitrary Government, equally to 
what it does under a legal one. Nor would the Wants 
of the Government, that muſt be fed by Taxes, be leſs 
than they are now, but vaſtly greater, if we conſider the 
ſtarved Condition in which Popery muſt aſcend the Throne, 
and how many Perſons and Things there would be to be 


provided for at the Nation's Expence. 


But after all that can be ſaid, many will be ſo vain as 
to flatter themſelves, that however it fares with others, 
they at leaſt ſhall be Gainers by a Change. But how can 
that poſſibly be, or what is it they expect? I would 
beg leave to ask any of theſe Gentlemen one ſhort Que- 
ſtion; Do they hope the Enemies of the Government 
are many, or or few ? If they are but few, the Plots againſt 
it can't ſucceed; I will therefore anſwer for them, that 
they wiſh they may be many. But then will not many 
upon a Change have the ſame Pretenſions to favour with 
themſelves? How then will they divide the Spoil > I fear, 
where one would be ſatisfied, a thouſand would be diſ- 
contented; for when every Man is Judge of his own 
Merit, he will not eaſily think it juſt, another ſhould be 
preferred, while he is neglected. 

Beſides, theſe Gentlemen ſhould conſider, how many 
Perſons there are who in this Cauſe have Pretenſions 
infinitely ſuperior to them; how many Enghſh, Scots, 
and TriſF there are to be taken care of in the firſt place, 
who have all their Lives been following a deſperate Cauſe, 
and-have ſuffered greatly for it; and are the only People 
that can juſtly plead mt and have real Merit? It 


Will 
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will. be ſo impoſſible to provide for others, that great 
Numbers even of thoſe, will unavoidably be neglected, 
and get nothing to repair in any degree their ruined For- 
tunes. For conſider, how poor this new Government 
will be; what Debts and Arrcars are due to France, and 
Sparn, and Rome, all to be paid by a Nation, which if 
we will believe them, is already exhauſted. 

So that in the upſhot we Thall find none more diſſatiſ- 
fied upon a little Trial of a new Government, than thoſe 
very Perſons, who at preſent are moſt zealous for it. 
They will find they have not the Advantages they ex- 
peed, but will feel in common with others the hea 
Evils, which, they ſay, they did not expect. And if that 
prove to be the Cafe, what will they do then? Why, 
then they will plot, and conſpire, and rebel again. I make 
no — they would, tho' they did not tell us ſo; ſince 
it is plain, it is not Conſcience, but Paſſion or Intereſt 
that governs them. But firſt, how is this conſiſtent with 
their pretendod Principles; and their Devotion to the Right 
Line? Next, how will they effect a Change, or what will 
they change ito? Do they think, if a Popiſhß Prince were 
again upon the Throne, he would not take more effectual 
Mraſures to ſecure himſelf in it, than the laſt did? Do 
they think, he would not profit by the falſe Steps then made, 
and mend what in that caſe was found to be ill judged? 
Do they think, he would rely on Paſſive Obedience for 
his Safety, and be ſo eredulous as to believe, that Nature, 
when oppreſſed, wil! not rebel agamſt Principle, tho' very 
laviſh of its Complements, when there is nothing to ſuf- 
fer? Laſtly, do they think he would truſt to an Army of 
triſh Papiſts, and refuſe a good Body of foreign Troops 
from his Catholic Allies, who would always be as ready 
to offer, as he could be to accept them? 

Theſe are all very chimerical Fancies ; but ſuppoſe him 
weak enough to make the ſame, or equal, or greater Oyer- 
ſights than were made before, what is it theſe Men would 
_— to? To what Prince will they ipply themſelves 
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Who will accept the Government of an inconſtant, facti- 
ous, ungovernable People, ruined by their own Follies, 
and weakened to that Degree, as to be the Scorn of all 
Nations; without Honour, without Strength, without 
Union, (the only Thing that can give it Strength) and ſo di- 
ſtracted by Diviſions, as to be an eaſy Prey to the firſt In- 
vader? So that nothing can be expected in ſuch a caſe, but 
certain, and inevitable, and irrecoverable Ruin. For 
Strength and Union will in vain be hoped for, though 
the Prince they are ſo deſirous to have, ſhould for a while 
govern better, than there is any reaſon to expect, and 
ſhould not immediately purſue violent and arbitrary Mea- 
ſures to the Ruin of our religious or civil Rights. For 
do they think, that while the Crown is worth contending 
for, the Hluſtrious Family in which it is now ſettled, 
will tamely reſign their Right ?' Will he not always have a 
powerful Rival to alarm him? Will that part of the Na- 
| tion who are heartily and entirely in that intereſt, forget 
their Oaths, and Obligations to ſupport the Succeſſion, 
as now eſtabliſhed ? Will they patiently live in a perpetual 
| Fear of Popery and arbitrary Power ? Can ſuch a Part be 
expected from Perſons who have always diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their Zeal againſt them? No, ſuch an Acqui- 
eſcence, ſuch a Submiſſion is in yain hoped for : Their 
Hearts and Hands will be always ready to reſtore a Pro- 
teſtant Royal Family, and they can never be without good 
Hopes of ſucceeding, So that could thoſe Men have 
their Wiſh, a Claim to the Crown will not be wanting, 
nora ſtrong Party to ſupport it. From whence it is eaſy to 
ſee, the Tranquillity they promiſe themſelves, can never 
take place, an undiſturbed Poſſeſſion of the Crown cannot 
be obtained, Diviſions will not only ſubſiſt but increaſe 
with all the Miſchiefs of them, Trade will be damped, 
Forces muſt be kept, and Taxes be continued, and thoſe 
heavier much than ever. 

What now upon this View win the Nation get by a 
Change ; Which is moſt eligible to a Proteſtant Pcople, 
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to preſerve the preſent Settlement againſt a Popiſß Rival, 
or to bring in a Popiſb Pretender to be maintained Wich 
much greater Trouble and Charge, againſt a Proreſtant 
Prince? Beſides the Danger, and the Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure to bring ſuch a'Reyolution about, and the 
great Probability there is, that ſhould it ſucceed, that alone 
would in a little time of it ſelf compleat our Ruin. | 
When ſad Experience ſhall ſhew theſe to be the Fruits 
of a Change, it Will be a poot Excuſe for thoſe who brought 
it on us, to ſay, who would have thought it? We did not 
deſign it, we hoped, and were promiſed better Things. 
Such an Ignorance could be no Excuſe to any before God 
or Man; and if it could, cannot be pleaded in their behalf: 
They have been told again and again, that theſe would be 
the fatal Conſequences of not ſupporting the preſent Eſta- 
'bliſhment. This wiſe and honeſt Men, whoſe Virtue and 
whoſe Judgment they onght to have regarded, have often 
fore-warned them of, but they would not hear; they were 
given up by God to a Spirit of Deluſion, as part of 
their Puniſhment, for not ſubmitting to the Ways of his 
Providence, and paying Obedience to his Laws. 

If this plain and unaffected Repreſentation will not pre- 
vail with thoſe of known Diſaffection, to alter their Sen- 
timents, and convince them of the extreme Sin and Folly 
of ſuch Counſels, as can, humanly ſpeaking, end in nothing 
but the Ruin of their Country, and of every thing that 
is dear to them; it will, it is to be hoped, have its Weight 
with Perſons of a better Mind, and awaken thoſe, 18 
"wiſh well to the preſent Settlement, from that Supineneſs 
and Security, into which our Enemies have by their Ar- 
tifices lulled fo many of them: and that they will not be 
any longer careleſs and indifferent, what becomes of 
Things, in which their Country's Happineſs is ſo much 
concerned ; which Behaviour and Temper, though not ſo 
criminal in it ſelf, as an open Diſaffection, is as fatal in its 
Conſequences. For if thoſe who mean no ill to the 'Go- 
verument, will be Spectators only, and unconcernedly 
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look; on, while others are endeavouring the Subverſion of 


it, this ig the End will prove the ſame Thing, as directly 


joining with them, and the ſame Ruin and Deſtruction will 


- reſult from it. 


It is high Time. therefore for thoſe * wiſts... better ä 


Things, to look about them, and to be upon their Guard, 
and conſider, that they who are not againſt the Enemies of 
the Government, are for them; and that if they are in- 


different, they do as much as their Enemies deſire. of them. 


To this end, let them take Care how they give Credit to 


groundleſs Aſperſi ions on the Government, particularly to 


.that moſt dangerous, as well as moſt ſenſeleſs Calumny, 


that the King and his Miniſters are impoſing a Sham-Plot 
upon the Nation, which the Enemies of our Peace have 
been wonderfully induſtrious to ſpread, and have done it 
with notable Succeſs. There being nothing of ſo much 
Service to a Conſpiracy, or ſo likely to ſecure it from a Diſ- 
appointment, as to perſuade the People, that there is no- 
thing in it, and that it is all a Fiction of the Court, it is no 
wonder thoſe who are in it, or wiſh well to it, are much 


concerned to propagate ſuch Reports; but how honeſt, 


ſenſible, well-meaning Men can be ſo impoſed on, is 


amazing: Since no one Inſtance can be given, when a 
Prince from the Throne, or in any other authoritative 


Way, told his People, he had certain Intelligence of a 


Conſpiracy againſt him, when it was not ſo. In truth, 
Men of Senſe muſt have a ſtrange Opinion of a King and 


his Miniſters, before they can believe they would in ſo 
ſolemn a Manner impoſe a Plot upon them: They muſt 


ſuppoſe them devoid of all Honeſty, or of all Underſtand- 


ing; the laſt, if they are deceived themſelves, and believe 


there is a dangerous Conſpiracy carrying on, when there 


really is none; and the firſt, if they would knowingly and 
willingly deceive the People into the Belief of a Plot of 
their own making. But why ſhould men entertain cither 
of theſe Opinions of the King, or thoſe about him, that 
there is either no Senſe, or no Truth in them? How 
wou 


( 


' would Men of any Reputation like to be treated ſo them- 
' ſelves? How is ſo vile an Opinion of our Governors con- 
ſiſtent with that Reverence and Honour, which by the 
moſt ſacred. Ties, by the Laws both of God and Man, 
is duc to them? Such an Imputation on the Government 


is more particularly abſurd in the preſent Caſe, becauſe 


the Wit of Man can't find out one plauſible Reaſon for 
ſuch a Suſpicion, ot aſſign one End, which ſuch an Im- 
poſition could ſerve; whereas the moſt ordinary Under- 
ſtanding - might at the time the Plot was firſt diſcovered, 
have ſeen many Reaſons to convince him, that it was 
impoſſible it ſhould not be true. 

Yet ſuch has been the Induſtry of our Adverſaries, 
they have taken ſuch Advantage of the Indolence and In- 
difference which their late Misfortunes have thrown many 
into, they have applied themſelves fo artfully to their 
Paſſions and Diſcontents, as to infuſe into great Num- 
bers a Belicf even of this Calumny, notwithſtanding its 
very great Improbability ; and from thence have been en- 
couraged to perſiſt in the Proſecution of their Conſpiracy 
for many Months after it has been diſcovered. They 
concluded that thoſe whom they had deluded into a Diſ- 
belief of their Plot, were in their Hearts with them; or 
at leaſt were indifferent, and would give them no Di- 
ſturbance. The Concluſion indeed was a little too haſty ; 
but thus much they might ſafely promiſe themſelves, that 
if their Plot were not thought real, no Meaſures to diſ- 
concert it would be vigorouſly purſued, or duly executed. 
People will not be active to diſcover and defeat Deſigns, 
that are not believed; and when things are ripe for the 
Execution of a Plot, tis then commonly too late to begin 
an Oppoſition to it. 

Tis this Supineneſs and Disbelief which they have de- 
luded ſo many into, that ſeems to have been the principal 
Encouragement to the Conſpirators to perſiſt in their De- 
ſigns. If therefore thoſe who are really Friends to the 
Government, and wiſh well to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 

would 
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Ather wiſe may prove ſo fatal io them, chis would © 
our Enemies of that, wherein they pläce theit chic Con 


fidence: And then we might reaſonably hope, they would 
ptcrprizes , „ Or would 


either deſiſt from their wicked E 
purſue them to their own Confuſion. And either Way 
. this, like other abortive Plots, will tend to the Increaſe 
of the Welfare it was intended to deſtroy, and to the 
fitmer Eſtabliſiment of the Cu⁰n in the King and his 
. illuſtrious Houſe. For Providence will not nting to 


us, if we are not ſhamefully wanting to our ſelves; Of 


this God has given us frequent and great Aſſurances in the 
many Succeſſes, Deliverances aud es, with Which 


he has hitherto wonderfully blaſſed the King] and his Peb- 
ple in him. For which, and all his othet᷑ ſignal Mercies 
to this Nation, be aſcribed to his woe — al Honor, 
 Gloty; and . now and ever. td > 
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